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PREFACE. 


Ir a book do not apologize for itſelf, in vain will the 
author attempt apologizing for it by a preface: I ſhall £ li 
here therefore only ſhow the nature and intent of this 
publication, | 'Y 


It indeed contains little more than the hiſtory of my 
heart, that forge of iniquity, and my conſcience, that 
friendly, but too often neglected, monitor, By men in 
general the latter is hated, becauſe, as far as informed 
it boldly tells the truth; and their grand endeavour 
ſeems to be to lay it aſleep, or to render it as inſenſible 
as if ſeared with a hot iron. Through the deceitfulneſs - 
of the human heart, the allurements of the world, and 
the artifices of Satan, this at length is commonly accom- 
pliſhed: and in the mean time, men deafen themſelves 
to it's remonſtrances by living in a continual noiſe and 
buſtle, — The conflict in my ſoul between theſe two is 
here related; and ſome account given of the artifices 
which Satan, in confederacy with my heart, made uſe 
of to keep my conſcience quiet, and to ſilence its remon- 
ſtrances; and alſo of the means which tne Lord em- 
ployed to defeat this conſpiracy, to give conſcience its 
due aſcendancy, and to incline my before-unwilling 
heart to become obedient to its friendly admonitions; 


with the effect thereof upon my religious views and con- 
duct, 


As to the effect of this publication reſpecting my 
character and worldly intereſt,. my ſelf, and all that is 
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dear to me, I would leave in the hands of him who cau- 
ſeth all to work together for good to them that love him, 
whom he hath called according to his purpoſe. And he 
hath ſo evinced his care over me, and goodneſs to me, in 
all the concerns of my paſt life, that it were ſhameful if I 


did not moſt willingly caſt all my care upon him for the 
future. But, reader, the effect of it reſpecting thee I 


have much at heart; and have had, fill have, and ſhall 
I truſt continue to have, it much in my prayers. If thou 


art a believing ſervant of God, I hope thou wilt ſee 


cauſe to bleſs Him in me, and wilt be eſtabliſhed and 
comforted thereby; according to the fervent deſire of 
my ſoul for all that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſin- 
cerity. If thou art one whoſe experience anſwers in 
many things to what is related in the ſormer part of this 
narrative, as face anſwers to face in water, may the 
Lord, the Spirit who convinceth of fin, alarm thy 
drowſy conſcience, and bring thee under a ſerious con- 
cern for thy precious ſoul, and its eternal intereſts; may 
he incline thine heart diligently to uſe the means here 
ſpoken of, as far as conſcience evidences it to be thy 


duty; and may he bleſs the means for enlightening thy 


mind with the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
and guiding thy wandering feet into the way of peace, 
This, be aſſured, is my hearty prayer for thee; and with 
this prayer I commend this work unto the Lord, that, 
if it be his bleſſed will, he may employ it as an inſtru- 


ment for advancing his glory, and the ſalvation of im- 
mortal ſouls, 


THOMAS SCOTT. 
Weſton Underwood, 


Feb, 26, 1779. 
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BOUT ten years have elapſed ſince the firſt pub- 
lication of the enſuing narrative. In that ſpace 1 have 
ad much opportunity of re-examining the Scriptures, 
and of making obſervations both in the world, and in 
he proſeſſing church; as well as of acquiring a further 
eaſure of ſelf-knowledge. But I bleſs God that 
upon a reviſal of Tux Force or TruTHn, for 2 
ſecond edition, I ſee no cauſe to retract a ſingle ſen- 
tence, or to propoſe any matter differently than before. 
If any one ſhould beſtow the pains to compare this with 
the former edition, he will indeed find ſeveral verbal al- 
terations, in which brevity, peripicuity, and preciſion 


have been conſulted, — but he will not meet with a 


ſingle variation, which in any meaſure changes the 
meaning of the paſſage. Had I materially altered my 
ſentiments, I would either have refuſed to concur in 
publiſhing a ſecond edition, or have fairly avowed that 
alteration, —But, on the contrary, I deem it incumbent 
upon me to declare, that I am now more than ever eſta- 
bliſhed in the belief of all thoſe doctrines that I before 
propoſed as the leading truths of chriſtianity, 


March; 31, 1789. 
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to God in ſecret, 


HE FORCE OF TRUTH. 


. 


Giving an account of the fate of the Author's mind and 


conſcience, previous to, and at the commencement of, that 


change, of which he propoſes to give the hiſtory, 


NoTWITHSTANDING that I was not educa- 


ted in what is commonly confidered as ignorance of 
God and religion, yet, till the ſixteenth year of my 
age, I do not remember that I ever was under any 
ſerious conviction of my being a finner, in danger of 
wrath or in need of mercy: nor did I ever during this 
part of my life, that I recollect, offer one hearty prayer 
Being alienated from God through 
the ignorance that was in me, I lived without him in the 
world; and as utterly neglected to pay him any volun- 
tary ſervice, as if I had been an At hei in principle. 


But about my fixteenth year I began to ſee that I was 
a ſinner; a leper in every part, “ there being no health 
«in me:“ out of many external indications of inward 
depravity, conſcience diſcovered and reproached me 
with one; and I was, for the firſt time, diſquicted with 
apprehenſions of the wrath of an offended God. My 
attendance at the Lord's table being expected about the 
ſame time, (though I was very ignorant of the meaning 
and end of that ſacred ordinance) this circumſtance, 
united with the accuſations of my conſcience, brought an 
awe upon my ſpirits, and interrupted my before undiſ- 


turbed courſe of fin. 
Being 


PF 


Being, however, arr utter ſtranger to the depravity and 
helpleſſneſs of fallen nature, I had no doubt that I could 
amend my life whenever I pleaſed. Previous, therefore, 
to communicating, I ſet about an unwilling reforma- 
tion; and procuring a form of prayer I attempted to 
pay my ſecret addreſſes to the Majeſty of heaven. In 
this manner having ſilenced my conſcience, I partook of 
the ordinance, held my reſolutions, and continued my 
devotions, ſuch as they were, for a ſhort time; but they 
were a wearineſs and a taſk to me; and temptations ſoon 
returning I relapſed, my prayer-book was thrown aſide, 
and no more thought of till my conſcience was again 
alarmed by the next warning given for the celebration 
of the Lord's ſupper. Then the ſame ground was gone 
over again, and with the ſame iſſue. My goodneſs was 
like the morning dew that paſſeth away; and loving ſin 


and diſreliſhing religious duties as much as ever, I re- 


turned, as the fow that is waſhed to her wallowing in 
the mire, 


With little variation this was my courſe of life for nine 
years; Þut in that time I had ſuch experience of my own 
weakneſs, and the ſuperior force of temptation, that 1 
ſecretly concluded reformation in my caſe to be impracti- 
cable. „Can the Ehiopian change his ſkin, or the 
leopard his ſpots?” I was experimentally convinced 
that I was equally unable, with the feeble barrier of re- 
toluticns and endeavours, to {tem the torrent of my im- 
peruous inclinaticns, .when ſwelled by welcome, ſuitable, 
and powerful temptations: and being ignorant that God 
1 had reſerved this to himfelf as his own work, and had 
engaged to do it for the poor ſinner who, feeling his 
own inſufficiency, is heartily deſirous to have it done by 
him, I ſtifled my convictions as well as I could, and put 


off my repentance to a more convenient ſeaſon, | 
on But. 
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But being of a reflecting turn, and much alone, my 


mind was almoſt conſtantly employed. Aware of the un- 


certainty of life, I was diſquieted with continual appre- 
henſions that this more convenient ſenſon would never 
arrive; eſpecially as, through an unconfirmed ſtate of 
health, I had many warnings and near proſpects of 
death and eternity. For a long time I entertained no 
doubt that impenitent ſinners would be miſerable 
for ever in hell: and at ſome ſeaſons ſuch amazing re- 
flections upon this awful ſubject forced themſeh es into 
my mind, that I was overpowered by them, and my 
fears became intolerable. At ſuch times my extemporary 
cries for \mercy were ſo wreſtling and perſevering, that 
I was ſcarcely able to give over; though at other times 
I lived without prayer of any ſort: yet, in my darkeſt 
hours, though my conſcience was awakened to diſcover 
more and more finfulneſs i in my whole behaviour, there 
remained a hope that I ſhould one day repent and turn 
unto God. If this hope were from myſelf, it was a horrid 
preſumption: but the event makes me willing te acknow- 
ledge a perſuaſion that it was from the Lord: for, had it 
not been for this hope, I ſhonld probably have giver 
way to temptations, which frequently aſſaulted me, te 
put an end to my own life, in proud diſcontent with-my 
lot in this world, and mad deſpair about another, 


A bymn of Dr. I/ats's, (in his admirable little book for 
children) entitled * The all.ſeeing Cod, at this time fell 
in my way; I was much affected with it, and having 
committed it to memory was frequently repeating it, 
and was thereby continually reminded of my guilt and 
dGanger,— Parents may from this inconfiderable circum- 
ſtance be reminded that it.is of great importance to ſtore 
their children's minds with ſuch uſeful matter, inſtead of 
ſuffering them to be furniſhed with ſuch corrupting traſh 
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as is commonly taught them. They know not what uſe 
God may make of theſe early rudiments of inſtruction in 
future life,— At this period, though I was the ſlave of 
fin, yet, as my conſcience was not pacified nor my 
principles greatly corrupted, there ſeemed ſome hope 
'concerfiing me: but at length Satan took a very effectual 
method of filencing my convictions, that I might ſleep 
ſecurely in my fins: and juſtly was I given over to a 
firong deluſion to believe a lie, when I held the truth 
that I did know in unrighteouſneſs. I met with a 
Secinian comment on the Scriptures, and greedily 
drank the poiſon, becauſe it quieted my fears and flatter» 
ed my abominable pride. The whole ſyſtem coincided 
exactly with my inclinations and the ſtate of my mind, 
and approved itſelf to me. In reading this expoſition, 
fin ſeemed to loſe its native uglineſs, and to appear a very 
{mall and tolerable evil; man's imperfe& obedience 
ſcemed to ſhine with an excellency almoſt divine; and 
God appeared ſo entirely and neceſſarily merciful, that 
He could not make any of his creatures miſerable with- 
out contradicting his natural propenſity, Theſe things 
influenced my mind ſo powerfully, that I concluded 
chat, notwithſtanding a few little blemiſhes, I was upon 
the whole a very worthy being. Then further, the 
myſteries of the goſpel being explained away, or brought 
down to the level of man's comprehenſion, by ſuch proud 
and corrupt though ſpecious reaſonings, by acceding to 
theſe ſentiments, I was, in my own opinion, in point of 
' underſtanding and diſcernment exalted to a ſuperiority 
above the generality of mankind; and I amuſed myſelf 
in looking down with contempt upon ſuch as were 
weak enough to believe the orthodox doctrines. Thus I 
generally ſoothed my conſcience; and if at any time I 
was uneaſy at the apprehenſion that I did not thoroughly 
deſerve 
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-deſerve, and was not entirely fit for, heaven; the fame 


book afforded me a ſoft pillow on which to lull myſelf to 
ſleep: it argued, and I thought proved, that there were 
no eternal torments; and infinuated that there were 20 
torments except for notorious ſinners; and that ſuch as 
ſhould juſt fall ſhort of heaven would ſink into their 
original nothing. With this welcome ſcheme I ſilenced 
all!my fears, and fold my accuſing conſcience, that if I 
fell ſhort of heaven I ſhould be annihilated, and never 
be ſenſible of my loſs. 


By experience I am well acquainted with Satan's inten- 
tion in employing ſo many of his ſervants to invent thoſe 
peſtilent errors, whether in ſpeculation or practice, that 
have in all ages corrupted and enerveted the pure and 
powerful doctrine of the goſpel; for they lead to for- 
getfulneſs of God, and ſecurity in fin, and are deadly 
poiſon to every ſoul that imbibes them, unleſs a miracle 
of grace prevent. Such on one hand are all the ſuperſti- 
tious doctrines of popery; purgatory, penances, abſolu- 
tions, indulgencies, merits of good works, and the accept - 
ableneſs of will-worſhip and uncommanded obſervances: 
what are theſe but engmes of the Devil to keep men 
quiet in their fins? Man, reſolved to follow the dictates 


of his depraved mclination, and not to bound his purſuits | 


and enjoyments by the limits of God's holy law, 
catches at any thing to ſoften the horrible thought of 
eternal miſery. This is the awakening reflection, God's 
ſword in the conſcience, which it is Satan's buſineſs, by 
all his diabolical artifices, to endeavour to ſheath, blunt, 
or turn aſide; knowing that, while this alarming appre- 
henſion is preſent te the ſoul, he can never maintain his 
poſſeſſion of it in peace, By ſuchinventions, therefore, as 
theſe, he takes care to furniſh the finner with that which 


be ſeeks, and to enable him to walk according to the 
| | 3 3 courſe 
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"courſe of this wicked world, and the deres of depraved 
mature, without being diſturbed by ſuch dreadful 
thoughts. The ſame, on the other hand, is the tendency 
of all thoſe ſpeculations of reaſoning men, which {et 
God's attributes at variance with each other: which re- 
preſent the Supreme Governor as ſo weakly merciful, as 
neither to regard the demands of his juſtice, the glory of 
his holineſs, the veracity of his word, nor the peaceable 
'order and ſubordination of the univerſe: which explain 
away all the myſteries of the 'goſpel; and repreſent ſing 
that fruitful root of evil, that enemy of God, that fa» 
vourite of Satan, as a very little thing ſcarcely noticed by 
the Almighty: and which, -contrary to the Scriptures and 
univerſal experience and obſervation, would perſuade us 
That my is not a depraved creature. 


To theſe latter ſentiments I acceded, and maintained them 
as long as I could; and did it, moſt aſſuredly, becauſe 
they ſoothed my conſcience, freed me from the preſſing 
fears of damnation, and enabled me to think favourably 
of myſelf, For theſe reaſons alone I loved and choſe 
this ground I fixed myſelf upon it, and there fortified 
myſelf by all the arguments and reaſonings, I could 
meet with. - Theſe things I wifhed to believe; and I had 
my with; for at length I did moſt confidently believe them. 
Being taken captive in this ſnare by Satan, I ſhould here 
have periſhed with a lie m my right hand, had not that 
Lord, whom 1 diſhonoured, ſnatched-me as a brand from 
the burning. 


In this Rate of mind I attempted to obtain admiſſion 
into Holy Orders. Wrapt up in the proud notion of the 
dignity of human nature, I had loſt fight of the evil of ſin, 
and thought little ef my own ſinfulneſs: I was filled with 
a ſelf important opinion of my on worth, and the depth 
of ay underſtanding; I had adopted a ſyſtem of religion, 
| | _ "accommodated 


ecomme 
L diſcarded 


ſovereign 
JL underſt 
and Pel 


T ſhame be 


miniſtry, 
oppoſed 
about t 
fathers | 
intrufior 


While 
as be foi 
my who 
attent1o1 
requiſite 
examine? 


And t 
pride a 
luted v 
one cry 
in, or 
having 
general 
rectly c 
blaſphe 
COngrey 
the Lo 
*ly mo 
(not kn 
On Sept, 


For « 


% WI 


1 


diſcarded myſteries from my creed, and regarding with 
ſovereign contempt thoſe who believed them. As far as 
JL underſtood thefe controverſies, I was nearly a Sociniau 
and Pelagian, and wholly. an Arminian: yet, to my 
T ſhame be it ſpoken, I fought-to obtain admiſſion into the 
miniſtry, in a church whoſe doctrines are diametrically 
oppoſed to ail the three: without onee concerning myſelf 
about thoſe barriers which the wiſdom of our fore- 
fathers have placed around her, purpoſely to prevent the 
intruſion of ſuch dangerous heretics as I then was. 


While I was preparing for this ſolemn office, 1 lived, 


as before, in known fin, and in utter neglect of prayer: 
my whole preparation conſiſting of nothing elſe than an 
attention to thoſe ſtudies which were more immediately 
requiſite for reputably paſſing through the previous 
examination. 


And thus, {after ſome difficulty) with a heart full of 
pride and all manner of wickedneſs, my lite being pol- 
luted with many unrepented, unforſaken ſins, without 
one cry for mercy, one prayer for direction or aſſiſtance 
in, or a bleſſing upon, what I was about to do; after 
having concealed my real ſentiments under the maſk of 
general expreſſions; after having ſubſcribed articles di- 
realy contrary to what I believed; and after having 
blaſphemouſly declared, in the preſence of God and of the 
congregation, in the moſt ſolemn manner, ſealing it with 
the Lord's ſupper, that I zudgedmyſelf to be* mward- 
*ly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take that office upon me,” 
(not knowing or believing that there was a Holy Ghoſt; 
on September the 20th, 1772, I was ordained a Deacon. 


For ever bleſſed be the God of all lon g-ſuffering and mer- 
©, who had patience with ſuch a rebel and blaſphemerg 
| Juck 
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Tech an irreverent trifler with his Majeſty; and ſuch n 


preſumptuous intruder into his ſacred miniſtry! I never 
think of this daring wickedneſs without being filled 


ory of c 


| thy me, 


with amazement that I am out of hell; without adv- ath pur. 
ring that gracious God who permitteth ſuch an atro- My fu 
eious ſinner to live, yea to ſerve him, and with accep- No ſoone 
tance, I truſt, to call him 'Father; and as his miniſter plication 
to ſpeak in his name. *Blefs the Lord, O my foul, ges, And 
Hand all that is within me, bleſs his holy name. Bleſs ul in o. 


& the Lord, 'O my ſoul, and forgetnot all his benefits : 
& who forgiveth all thine iniquities, and healeth all thy di- 
'& ſeaſes; who redeemeth thy life from deſtruction, who 
* crowneth thee with loving-kindneſs and tender mercies.” 
May I love much, and very humbly and devotedly 
ſerve that God who hath multiplied his mercies in 
abundantly pardoning my complicated provocations! 
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My views in entering into the miniſtry, as far as J 
can aſcertain them, were theſe three.— A deſire of a 
leſs laborious and more comfortable way of procuring 
a livelihood, than otherwiſe I had the proſpect of.— 
The expectation of more leiſure to employ in reading, 
of which I was inordinately fond. And— a proud con- 
ceit of my abilities, and a vain-glorious imagination that 
I ſhould ſome time diſtinguiſh and advance. myſelf in the 
literary world, Theſe were my ruling motives in taking 
this bold ſtep: motives as oppoſite to thoſe | which 
ſhould have influence therem, as pride is oppoſite to hu- 
mility; ambition to contententment in a low eſtate, and a 
willingneſs to be the leaſt of all and the fervant of all: 
as oppoſite as love of ſelf, of the world, of filthy lucre, 
and ſlothful eaſe, is to the love of God, of fouls, and of 
the laborious work of the miniſtry, To me, therefore, be padics i 
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| thy me, and to his dear people, the church, which he 
ith purchaſed with his own blood. 


My ſubſequent conduct was ſuitable to theſe motives. 
No ſooner was I fixed in a curacy, than with cloſe ap- 
plication I fat down to the ſtudy of the learned langua- 
ges, and ſuch other matters as I conſidered moſt needs» 
Ful in order to lay the foundation of my future advance» 
ent. And O that I were now as diligent in ſerving God, 
as I was then in ſerving ſelf and ambition! I ſpared 
no pains, I ſhunned, as much as I well could, all ac- 
quaintance and diverſions, and retrenched from my 
ſual hours of ſleep, that I might keep more cloſely to 
his buſineſs. As a miniſter, I attended juſt enough to 
he public duties of my ſtation, to ſupport a decent cha» 
acter, which I deemed ſubſervient to my mam deſign; 
nd from the ſame principle I aimed at morality in my 
dutward deportment, and affected ſeriouſneſs in my con- 
rſation. As to the reſt, I till lived in the practice of 
vhat I knew to be finful, and in the entire negle& of 
lll ſecret religion: if ever inclined to pray, conſcious 
puilt ſtopped my mouth, and I feldom went further 
an God be merciful unto me.” 


However, perceiving that my Socinian principles were 
ery diſreputable, and being conſcious, from my own 
xperience, that they were unfavourable to morality; I 
oncealed them in a great meaſure: both for my credit's 
ake, and from a deſire I entertained, ſubſervient to my 
main deſign, of ſucceſsfully inculcating the practice of 
he moral duties upon thoſe to whom I preached. My 
tudies indeed lay very little in divinity; but this little 
ill oppoſed that part of my ſcheme, which reſpected the 
puruſhment of the wicked in the other world: and, there» 
: ry | fors 


ory of over-ruling it for good, I truſt, both to unwor» 
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another, and to accede to thoſe that were directly 


10 }J 


fore, (being now removed to a diſtance from thoſe authors I bſinate 
whence I had imbibed my ſentiments, and from whole WW bor 
Teaſonings I had learned to defend them)! I began gra- oined in 
dually to be ſhaken in my former confidence, and once ontemp 


more to be under ſome apprehenſion of eternal miſery. nem fro 
Being alſo ſtatedly employed, with the appearance 


| jaſm, a 
of ſolemnity, in the public worſhip of God, whilſt 1 


harge, 


neglected and provoked him in ſecret, my conſcience ppoſed 
clamorouſly reproached me with baſe hypocriſy: and 1% be din 
began to conclude that, if eternal torments were re- and, t! 
ſerved for any ſinners, I certainly ſhould be one of the Part of r 
number. And now again 1 was filled with anxious . 
fears and terrifying alarms; -eſpecially as I was con- an be m 
tinually meditating upon what might be the awful con- NPoth thei 
ſequence, ſhould T be called hence by ſudden death. 
Even my cloſe application to ſtudy could not ſooth my WF, FEW 
conſcience nor quiet my fears: under the affected air * nw bs 
of chearfulneſs I was truly miſerable. 7. 8 
This was my tate of mind when the change I am N 
about to relate began to take place. How it commen- {Wnce becne 
oed, in what manner, and by what ſteps, it proceeded, lio preach 
and how it was completed; will be the ſubje& of the Ne articles 
ſecond part of this work.— This firſt part I ſhall con- mak to d 
clude by obſerving that, though I was ſtaggered in my Fang 
favourite ſentiment before mentioned, and in my views Wy explod 
of the perſon of Chriſt was verging towards Ariani/m, {lance hith 
yet, in my other opinions I was more confirmed than Win; and 1 


ever. What thoſe opinions were, I have already 
briefly declared; and they will occur again, and be 
more fully explained, as I proceed to relate the manner 
in which I was conſtrained to renounce them one after 


contrary to them. Let it ſuffice to ſay that I was 
full of proud ſelf. ſuſficientey, very poſitive, and very 
3228 | obſtinats 


3 


dbſtinate: and, being ſituated in the neighbourhood of 1 
Wome of thoſe whom the world calls Aferhodiſis *, I | | 
oined in the prevailing ſentiment, held them in ſovereign 11 
ontempt, ſpoke of tnem with derifion, declaimed againſt | 1 
them from the pulpit, as perſons full of bigotry, enthu- I 
jaſm, and fpiritual pride; laid heavy things te their 
harge, and endeavoured to prove the doctrines, which I 
ippoſed them to hold, (for I had never read their books) 
o be diſhonourable to God, and deſtructive to morality. 
And, though in ſome companies I choſe to conceal 
part of my ſentiments, and in all affected to ſpeak as a 
riend to univerſal toleration, yet, fcarcely any perſon 
an be more proudly and violently prejudiced, againſt 
doth their perſons and principles than I was, 


* Methodiſt, as a ſtigma of reproach, was firſt applied to Mr, Weſlez 

nd Mr. Whitfield, with their followers : to thoſe, who, though profeffing 
n attachment to our eſtabliſhed Church, and diſclaiming the name of 
Diſſenters, were not conformiſts in point of parochial order, but had 

eparate ſeaſons, places, and aſſemblies, for worſhip. The term has 

nce been extended by many to all perſons, whether clergy or laity, 

lio preach or profeſs the dofrines of the reformation, as expreſſed in 

he articles and liturgy of our Church, For this fault they muſt all 

ubmit to bear the reproachful name alixe, eſpecially the miniſters ; | 
zor will the moſt regular and peaceable compliance with the inj unctions 

df the Rubric exempt them from it, if they avow the authoriſed, but 

ow exploded, doctrines, to which they have ſubſcribed. My acquain- 

ance hitherto has been only with Methodiſts of the latter deſcring 
ion; and I have them only in view whey I uſe the term, 
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Containing an hiflory of this change; the manner in, and the 
means by, which it was at length effefted. 


TY January, 1774, two of my pariflioners, a man 

and his wife, lay at the point of death. I had heard 
of it, but, according to my general cuſtom, not being ſent 
for, I took no notice of it: but one evening, the woman 
being now dead, and the man dying, I heard that my 
neighbour Mr. 
them, Immediately my conſcience reproached me with 
being ſhamefully negligent, in fitting at home within a 


few doors of dying perſons, my general hearers, and 
Directly it occurred to me, 
that, whatever contempt I might have for Mr. fo 
doctrines, I muſt acknowledge his practice to be more 
conſiſtent with the miniſterial character, than mine. Hef 


never going to vilit them. 


muſt have more zeal, and love for ſouls, than I had, or 
he would not have walked ſo far to viſit, and ſupply my 
lack of care to, thoſe who, as far as I was concerned, 
might have been left to periſh in their fins, 


This reflection affected me ſo much, that earneſtly, yea 
with tears and without delay, I beſought the Lord to 
forgive my paſt neglect; and reſolved thenceforth to be 


more attentive to this duty: which reſolution, though at] 


— firſt formed in ignorant dependance on my own ſtrength, 
I have by divine grace been enabled hitherto to keep.— 
Immediately I went to viſit the ſurvivor; and the affecting 
fight of one perſon already dead, and another expiring in 
the ſame chamber, ſerved more deeply to impreſs my 
ſerious convictions; and from that time I have conſtantly 

vilited 


had been ſeveral times to vilit] 


viſited th 
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viſited the ſick of my pariſhes, as far as I have had oppor-- 
tunity; and have endeavoured, to the beſt of my knowledge, 
to perform that eſſential part of a pariſh miniſter's duty. 


Some time after this, a friend recommended to my peru- 
„esl the concluſion of Biſhop Burnet's © Hiſtory of bis own 
time, eſpecially that part waich reſpects the clergy, It 

had the intended effect: I was conſiderably iaſtructed and 
impreſſed by it; I was convinced that my entrance into 


"PL EL. Coal. — 


an i the miniſtry had been the reſult of very wrong motives, was 
rd Bi preceded by a very unſuitable preparation, and accom« 
nt pained with very improper conduct: ſome uneaſineſs was 
an 


alſo excited in my mind, concerning my neglect of the im- 
ny portant duties of that high calling. And, though I was too 
much the ſlave of fin, devoted to other ſtudies, and in love 
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with this preſent world, to relinquiſh my flattering purſuit 
of reputation and preferment, and change the courſe of my 
nd} life, ſtudies, and employments, yet, by intervals, I expe- 
">  rienced defires and purpoſes at ſome future period of devo- 
"I ting myſelf wholly to the work of the miniſtry, in the mane 
5 ner to which he exhorts the clergy. 
or All theſe things increaſed the clamorous remonſtrances of 


ny my conſcience; and at this time I lived without any fecret 
ec religion, becauſe, without ſome reformation in my conduct 
as a man and a miniſter, I did not dare to pray, My con- 
victions would no longer be ſilenced or appeaſed; and they 


e became fo intolerably troubleſome, that I reſolved to make 
ks one more effort towards amendment. In good earneſt, and 
not totally without ſeeking the aſſiſtance of the Lord by 
al 


prayer, I attempted to break the chains wherewith Satan 
had hitherto held my foul in bondage. It pleaſed the Lord 
that I at this time ſhould obtain ſome advantages; part of 
my groſſer defilements I was enabled to relinquiſh, and to 
enter upon a form of devotion, Formal enough indeed it 
ny | C. was: 
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was! for I neither knew that Mediator through whom, nor 
that Spirit by whom, prayers are offered with acceptance 
unto God: and yet, though utterly in the dark as to the 
true and living way to the throne of grace, I am perſuaded 
rhere were even then ſeaſons when I was enabled to riſe 
above a mere form, and to offer petitions fo far ſpiritual as 
to be accepted and anſwered, 


I was now ſomewhat reformed in my outward conduct; 
but the renewing in the ſpirit of my mind, if begun, was 
ſcarcely diſcernible. As my life was, in my own judgement, 
leſs wicked, my heart grew more proud; the idol ſelf was 
the object of my adoration and obeiſance; my worldly ad- 


vancement was more eagerly ſought than ever; ſome flatter- 


1ng proſpects ſeemed to open, and I reſolved to improve my 
advantages to the uttermoſt. At the ſame time every thing 
tended to increaſe my good opinion of myſelf; I was treated 
with kindneſs and friendſhip by perſons from whom I had 
no reaſon to expect it; my preaching was well received; my 
acquaintance ſeemed to be courted; my fooliſh heart verily 


believed that all this and much more was due to my ſu- 


perior worth: while conſtience, which before by its morti- 
fying accuſations was uſeful to preſerve fome ſenſe of un- 
worthineſs in my mind, was now filenced, or ſeemed to au- 
thoriſe that pride which it had before checked. And, becauſe I 
had the diſadvantage of converſing in general with ſuch per- 
ſons as either favoured my ſentiments, or from good 
manners, or 2 they ſaw it would be in vain, would 
not contradict me; I concluded that my ſcheme of doctrine 

was the exact ſta alle of trath, and that by my ſuperior 
abilities I was capable of confuting or convincing all who 
were otherwiſe minded. In this view of the matter I felt 


an eager deſire of entering into a religious controverſy, eſpe⸗ 


cially with a Calviniſt. 


In 
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It was at this time that my correſpondence with Mr. 
commenced, At the viſitation, May, 1775, we exchanged 
a few words in an argumentative way, in the room among 
the clergy, which, I believe, drew many eyes upon us. At 
that time he prudently declined the diſcourſe, but a day or 
two after ſent me a ſhort note with a little book for my pe- 
ruſal. This was the very thing I wanted, and I gladly em- 
braced the opportunity which, according to my withes, 
feemed now to offer. This I did, God knoweth, with no 
inconſiderable expectations that my arguments would prove 
irreſiſtably convincing, and that I ſhould have the honour of 
reſcuing a well-meaning perſon from his enthufiaſtical delu- 
lions. 


At this time indeed I had conceived a very favourable 
opinion of, and a ſort of reſpect for, him, being 
acquainted with the character he ſuſtained even among ſome 
perſons, who expreſſed a diſapprobation of his doctrines. 
They were forward to commend him as a benevolent, diſin- 
tereſted, and inoffenfive perſon, and a laborious miniſter, 
On the other hand, I looked upon his religious ſentiments 
as rank fanaticiſm, and entertained a very contemptible 
opinion of his abilities, natural and acquired. Once I had 
the curiofity to hear him preach, and not underſtanding his 
ſermon I made a very great jeſt of it, where I cculd do it 
without giving offence. I had alſo read one of hiv publica- 
tions; but for the fame reaſon I thought the greater part 


of it whimſical, paradoxical, and unintelligible. 


Concealing, therefore, the true motives of my conduct un- 
der the offer of friendſhip and a protefie!  detire to know 
the truth, (which, amidſt all my telf-ſuttcicucy and pred 
dice, I truſt the Lord had even then giren me;) with the 
greateſt afſectation of candour, and of a mind open to convic- 


tion, I wrote him a long letter!; purpoſing to draw from him 
C 2 ſuch 
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| | iſe again! 
Tach an avowal and explanation of his ſettiments, as might etiled at 
introduce a controverfial diſe uſſion of our religious difter- ters, ar 
ENCES, il conte 
knowled 


The event by no means afiſwered my expectation , He re- 


turned me a very friendly and long anſwer to my letter; in "panics 


which he carefully avoided the mention of thoſe doctrines 2 Hwy 
which he knew would offend me: he declared that he be- e 
lie ved me to be one who feared God, and was under Wl {is lett 
the teaching of his Holy Spirit: that he gladly accepted my i 
offer of friendſhip, and was no ways inclined to dictate to g ee 
me; but, leaving me to the guidance of the Lord, would be echis coi 
glad, as occaſion ſerved, from time to time, to bear teſti» ¶oreſente 
mony to the truths of the goſpel, and to communicate his 5 8 
ſentiments to me, on any ſubject, with all the confidence WF n 
of friendſhips N 10905 5 M 


In this manner our correſpondence began, and was con- e uſeful 
tinned, in the interchange of nine or ten letters, till De- WP pride; 
cember the ſame year. Throughout I held my purpoſe, and our in 1 
he his: I made uſe of every endeavour to draw him into nd notw! 
controverſy, and filled my letters with definitions, enquiries, ontinuing 
arguments, objections, and conſequences, requiring ex- ly as t 
plicit anfivers: he, on the other hand, ſhunned every thing Hough he 


controverſial, as much as poſſible, and filled his letters with bring d 
the moſt uſeful, and leaſt offenſive iniſtructions: except that fis wrath, 
now and then he dropped hints concerning the neceſſity, 
the true nature, and the efficacy of faith; and the manner in l £60 
which it was to be ſought and obtained; and concerning 4 8 
ſome other matters ſuited, as he judged, to help me for- ee 
ward in my enquiry after truth. But they much offended 2" = 
my prejudices, afforded me matter of diſputation, and at eee 
that time were of little uſe to me. 2K 
ad ſtood 
This however is certain, that through the whole of the nd he c 


eorreſpondence I diſputed with every argument I could de- 
| | Vile 
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iſe againſt almoft every thing he advanced; was very much 
ettled at many things he afferted: I read great part of his 
ters, and ſome books he ſent me with much indifference, 
id contempt; conſtrued his declining controverſy mto an 
knowledgement of weakneſs; and triumphed in many 
xp panies, as having confuted his arguments. And art 
iſt, when I could not obtain my end, at my inſtance the 
xreſpondence was dropped. 


ik 


| His letters and my anſwers are now by me; and 'on a 
reful peruſal of them, compared with all that I can recok 
Ct concerning this matter, I give this as a faithful account 
t this correſpondence, though different from what has been 
preſented. His letters will, I hope, thortly be made public, 
eing ſuch as promiſe greater wiefulneſs to others, than, 
rough my proud contentious fpirit, I experienced from 
em. Mine deſerve only to be forgotten; except as they 
e uſeful to me to remind me what I was, and to mortify 
y pride; as they illuſtrate my friend's patience and can- 
our in ſo long bearing with my ignorance and arrogancez 
nd notwithitanding my unteachable quarrelſome temper, 
ontinuing his benevolent labours for my good: and efpect- 
Ily as they remind me of the goodneſs of God, wha, 
g Mough he abominates and reſiſts the proud, yet knows how 
bring down the ſtout heart, not only by the iron red-of 
at Nis wrath, but by the golden ſceptre of his grace. 


8 In this manner our cerreſpordence id acquaintance, 
in | 

or the preſent, were almoſt wholly broken off: for a long 
a ime. we - ſeldom met, and then only interchanged a few 
Jords on general topics of converſation. Yet he all along 
2 derlevered in telling me, to my no {mail offence, that I 


zonld acccde one day to his religions principles; that he 
ad ſtood on my ground, and that I ſhould ſtand on his: 
e Nad he conſtantly informed his friends that, theugh flow- 
* 3 lv, 
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'y, I was ſurely feeling my way to the knowledge of the 


truth. So clearly could he diſcern the dawnings of grace 
in my ſoul, amidſt all the darkneſs of depraved nature 
and obſlinate rebellion to the will of God. 


This expectation was principally grounded on my con- 
duct in the following circumſtances. Immediately after 
our correſpondence, in May, 
1775, whilit my thoughts were much engroſſed by ſome 
hopes of preferment, one Sunday, during the time of di— 
vine fervice, when the pſalm was named I opened the 
prayer-book to turn to it: but, (accidently thall I ſay, or 
providentally 7) I opened upon the articles of religion; and 
the eighth, reſpecting the authority and warrant of the 
Athanafian creed, immediatly engaged my attention. My 
«diſbelief of the doctrine of à Trinity of coegual perſons in 
the unity of the Godhead, and my pretenſions to candour, 
both combined to excite ray . hatred to this creed: for 
which Teafons I had been accuſtomed to ſpeak of it with 
contempt, and to neglect reading it officially, No ſooner 
therefore did I read the words, That it was to be tho- 
*ronghly received, and believed; for that it might be 
proved by moſt certain warrants of holy Scripture,” than 
my mind was greatly imprefled and affected. The matter 
of ſubſcription immediately occurred, and from that mo- 
ment I conceived ſuch ſcraples about it, that till my 
view of the whole ſyſtem of goſpel dectrine was entirely 
changed, they remained jinſupetrable. 


Tt is wiſely ſaid by the ſor of Sirach, My fon, if thon 

* come to ſerve the Lord, prepare thy ſoul for temptation.” 
J had twice before fubſcribed theſe articles with the ſame 
religious ſentiments LI now entertained. But conſcience 
being aſleep, and the ſervice of the Lord no part of my 
<encern, I coufidered ſubſcription #5 a matter of courſe, 
4 


neceſſary 
But now, 
ve of th 
ord, an« 
erately, 
articles 
hurch pi 
emous £ 
vithout th 
pondere 
a againſt 
itereſt an 
y determ 
erment M 
ne family 
ould dic 
Ferty and 
en one; 
der, and 
this affair, 
adherence 
aſt my 
lid, and 


No ſoc 
uch bla 
enhble, 
zuments 
n my re! 
ilter it, 
bringing 
believe v 
hority, 1 
atention, 


tf .Engla 


this affair, for which I ought to be humbled. 
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neceſſary form, and very little troubled myſelf about it. 
But now, though full of pride, of ambitien, and of the 
ve of the world, my heart was ſincerely towards the 
ord, and I dared not to venture on a known fin deli- 
erately, for the ſake of temporal intereſt, Subtcription 

articles which I did not believe, paid as a price for 
hurch preferment, I looked upon as an impious lie, a 
einous guilt, that could never truly be repented of 
vithout throwing back the wages of iniquity. The more 
pondered it, the more ſtrenuouſly my conſcience proteſt 
a againſt it. At length, after a violent conflict between 
itereſt and conſcience, I made known my ſcruples and 
y determination not to ſubſcribe: thus my views of pre- 
erment were deliberately given up, and with an increaf- 
he family I was left, as far as mere human prudence 
ould diſcern, with little other proſpect than that of po- 
erty and diſtreſs, My ſcruple was, as I now fee, a miſte- 
en one; much ſelf-ſuftcientcy, undue warmth of tem- 
der, and obſtinacy were betrayed m the management of 
But my 
dherence to the dictates of my conſcience, and holding 
alt my integrity in ſuch trying circumſtances, I never 
lid, and 1 truſt, never fhall repent. 


No ſooner was my determination known than I wag 
uch blamed by many of my friends. They all, I am 
enfible, did it from kindneſs to me, but they uſed ar- 
uments of different kinds. And though I was confirmed 
n my reſolution by the reaſonings uſed to induce me te 
lter it, yet were they at length made inſtrumental in 
bringing me to this important determination; not ſo to 
elieve what any man ſaid, as to take it upon his au- 
hority, but to ſearch the word of God with this ſingle 
ntention, to diſcover whether the articles of the church 
f England in generah and this creed in particular, 

| were, 
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were, or were not, agreeable thereto.“ I had ſudicd 


the Scriptures in ſome meaſure before, for the ſake of 


becoming acquainted with the original languages, and in 
order to bring from it detached texts to ſupport my own 


ſyſtem; and I had a tolerable acquaintance with the hiſto- || 


rical and preceptive parts of them: but I had not ſearch- 
ed: this precious repoſitory of divine knowledge, with the 
expreſs deſign of diſcovering the truth in controverted 
matters of doctrine, I had very rarely been troubled 
with ſuſpicions that I was or might be miſtaken: and 
now. rather thought of becoming better qualified upon 
ſcriptural grounds to defend my determination, than of 
being led to any change of ſentiments. 


However, I ſet about the enquiry: and the firſt paſſage, 
as I remember, which made me ſuſpect that I might be 
wrong, was James i. 5. If any of you lack wit- 
„dom, let him aſk of God, who giveth to all men libe- 
e rally, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given him.” 
On conſidering theſe words with ſome attention, I be- 
came conſcious that, though I had thought myſelf wiſe, 
yet, certainly I had obtained none of my wiſdom in this 
manner; for I had never offered one prayer to that effect 
in my life: and I alfo perceived that this text contain- 
ed 2 ſuitable direction, and an encouraging promiſe in 
my -preſent inquiry: and from this time, in my poor 
manner, I began to ais God to give me this promiſed 
wiſdom, 5 


Shortly after I meditated upon, and preached from 
Ibn vii. 16, 17. My doctrine is not mine, but 
« his that ſent me; if any man will do his will, he ſhall 
„know of the doctrine whether it be of God or whe- 
< ther I ſpeak of myſelf.” I was ſurpriſed that I had 


mot before attended to ſuch remarkable words. I diſco- 


wered that they contained a direction, and a promiſe, cal- 
| cu'ated 
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lated to ſerve as a clue, in extricating the ſincere en- 
nirer after truth, from that labyrinth of controverſy 
| which, at his firſt ſetting, out he is likely to be bewil - 
red, And, though my mind was too much leavened 
ith the pride of reaſoning, than to reap that benefit 
m this precious text, which it is capable of offording 
the ſoul that is humbly willing to taught of God; 
t, being conſcious that I was willing to riſque every 
ing in doing what I thought his will, I was encou- 
ged with the aſſurance that if I were under a mif- 
ike I ſhould ſometime diſcover it. 


I was further led to ſuſpect that I might poſſibly be wrong, 
cauſe J had not hitherto ſought the truth in the proper 
anner, by attending to Proverbs ſii. 5, 6; © Truſt in the 
Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to thine own un- 
derſtanding: in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
ſhall direct thy paths.“ Evidently I had not hitherto truſt» 
| in the Lord with all my heart, nor acknowledged him in 
ll my ways, nor depended on his directions in all my paths 
ut in my religious ſpeculations had leaned wholly to my 
wn underſtanding, 


But, though theſe and ſome other paſſages made for the 
reſent a great imprefſion upen me, and influenced me to 
ake it a part of my daily prayers, that I might be directed 
0 a right underſtanding of the word of God; yet, my pride 
nd addictedne ſs to controverſy had, as ſome deſperate 
liſeaſe, infected my whole foul, and was not to be cured all 
t once, I was far from being like a little child, fitting 
umbly and ſimply at the Lord's feet, to learn from him 
he very firſt rudiments of divine knowledge, I had yet no 
biding ſuſpicion that all which I had heretofore accounted 
viſdom was fooliſhneſs, and muſt be unlearned and counted 
before I could attain to the excelleney of the true 

knowledge 
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knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt: for, though 1 began to allow 
probable that in ſome few matters I might have been in : 
error; yet, I ſtill was confident that in the main my ſchen 
of doctrine was true. When I was preſſed with objectio 
and arguments againſt any of my ſentiments, and wh 
doubts began to ariſe in my mind; to put off the uneaſine 
occafioned by them, my conſtant practice was to recollet 
as far as I could, all the reaſonings and interpretations 
ſcripture, on the other fide of the queſtion: and when thi 
failed of affording fatisfaftion I had recourſe to controve 
ſial writings. This drew me aſide from the pure word 
God, occaſioned my being more remiſs and formal in praye 
and furniſhed me with defenfive armour againſt my convi 
tions, with fuel for my paſſions, and food for my pride an 
ſelf-ſufficiency. 


At this time Locke's © Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity,” wit 
his Yindications of it, became my favourite piece of d 
vinity. I ſtudied this and many other of Mr. Locke's work 
with great attention, and a ſort of bigotted fondneſs; takin 
him almoſt implicitly for my maſter, adopting almoſt all h 
concluſions, borrowing many of his arguments, and bein 
ſcarcely able to endure ſuch as would not agree with me 
my partiality for him. This was of great differvice to me 
as, inſtead of getting forward in my enquiry after truth, 
thence collected more ingenious and ſpecious argument: 
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After having ſpoken ſo freely of Mr. Locke's divinity, which I on 
ſo highly eſteemed, it ſeems but juſt to acknowledge the vaſt obligatio 
which the whole religious world is under to that great man, for his Le 
© ters concerning Toleration,' and his anſwers to thoſe who wrote agu 
them. The grounds of religious liberty, and the rexſons why every on 
ſhould be left to his own choice, to worſhip God according te his conſci 
ence, were, perhaps, never generally underſtood ſince the foundation of lt 
world; till by theſe publications Mr, Locke unanſwerably made the! 
mani feſt. | | But 
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But one book I read at this time, becauſe mentioned 
bh approbation by Mr, Locke, was of ſingular uſe to 
: this was Biſhop Burnet's * Paſtoral Care.“ I found little 
it that offended my prejudices, and many things which 
e home to my conſcience reſpecting my miniſterial ob- 
ations. I ſhall lay before the reader a few ſhort extracts 
ich were moſt affecting to my own mind. Having men- 
ned the queſtion propoſed to thoſe who are about to be 
lained Deacons, Do you truſt that you are inwardly mo- 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon you this oftice and mi- 
iſtry, to ſerve God for the promoting of his glory, and the 
difying of his people?* he adds, (Page 111) * Cer- 
ainly the anſwer that is made to this ought to be well con- 
idered: for if any one ſays I truſt ſo, that yet knows 
othing of any ſuch motion, and can give no account of it, 
ge lies to the Holy Ghoſt, and makes his firſt approach to 
he altar with a lye in his mouth, and that not to men, but 
o God.“ And again, (page 112) Shall not he [God] 
eckon with thoſe who dare to run without his miſſion, 
retending that they truſt they have it, when perhaps they 
mderſtand not the importance of it; nay, and perhaps 
ome laugh at it, as an enthuſiaſtical queſtion, who yet will 
zo through with the office! They come to Chriſt for the 
daves; they hope to live by the altar and the goſpel, 
ow little ſoever they ſerve at the one, or preach the other; 
herefore they will ſay any thing that is neceflary for 
ualifying them to this, whether true or falſe,” 


Again, (page 122) having interwoven a great part of the 
cellent office of the ordination of Prieſts, into his argu- 
ent concerning the importance and weight of the work of 

miniſtry; he adds, Upon the whole matter, either this 
8 all a piece of groſs and impudent pageantry, dreſſed up 
n grave an lofty expreſſions, to ſtrike upon the weaker 
art of mankind, and to furniſh the reſt with matter to their 
; profane 
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E profane and impious ſcorn; or it muſt be confeſſed th: 
« Prieſts come under the moſt formal and expreſs engage: 
ments to conſtant and diligent labour, that can be poflibj 
© contrived or ſet forth in words.“ He concludes this ſu 
jet, (bf the ordination offices) by exhorting all candidate 
for orders to read them frequently and attentively, durin 
the time of their preparation; that they may be aware be 
fore-hand of the obligations they are about ſo ſolemnly: 
enter into; and to peruſe them at leaſt four times in a yen 
ever after their ordination, to keep in their minds a contini: 
remembrance of their important engagements. How nece 
ſary this counſel is, every miniſter or candidate for f 
miniſtry, muſt determine for himſelf; for my part,* 7 
never once read over the office, when I was ordained, 
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was in great meaſure a ſtranger to the obligations i But th 
about to enter into, till the very period; nor did I ever aft ¶peruſal o 
wards attend to it tilt this advice put me upon it. Tian attenti 
ſhameful negligence and extreme abſurdity of my con«uWlof the ol 
in this reſpect, are too glaring not to be underſtood 2nMhitherto 1 
applied by every one who hath been guilty of a fimio, In p 
omiſſion. I would, therefore, only juſt mention, that hear nuch aff 
earneſt prayer to God; for his guidance, help, and bleiinWouls com 
may be ſuitably recommended, as a proper attendant on {ito be ren 
a peruſal of our obligations. n medita 
. , | of man 
Agair, page 147, he thus ſpeaks of a wicked clergyma of Iſrael 

© His whole life has been a courſe of hypocriſy in the {tric 1 
$ eſt ſenſe of the word, which is the acting of a part, 1 che dee 
the counterfeiting another perſon. His fins have in theal. if. eh 
6 all poſſible aggravations; they are againſt knowledge, . way, th 
© againſt vows, and contrary to his character: they carr! blood x7 
a them a deliberate contempt of all the truths and oblig om 
« tions of religion; and if he periſhes, he doth not peri he do n 
alone, but carries a ſhoal down with him, either of thok niquity: 
* who have periſhed in ignorance through his negleCtg or ly conv 
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* thoſe who have been hardened in their fins through his ill 
example.“ Again, (page 183) having copiouſly diſcourſed 
on the ſtudies befitting miniſters, eſpecially the ſtudy of the 
Scriptures, he adds, But to give all theſe their full effect, 
* a Prieſt, that is much in his ſtudy, ought to employ a great 
part of his time in ſecret and fervent prayer, for the direc- 
* tion and bleſſmg of God in his labours, for the conſtant. 
+ affiſtance of his Holy Spirit, and for a lively ſenſe of divine 
matters; that ſo he may feel the impreſſions of them 
grow deep and ſtrong upon his thoughts: this, and 
* this only, will make him go on with his work with- 
* out wearying, and be always rejoicing in it.“ 


But the chief benefit which accrued to me from the 
peruſal of the book, was this:—T was excited by it to 
an attentive conſideration of thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak 
pf the obligations and duties of a miniſter, and which 
hitherto I had not obſerved, or had very logſely attended 
to, In particular, it is yet freſh in my memory, I was 
uch affected with conſidering the charge of precious 
ſouls committed to me, and the awful account one day 
to be rendered of them, as this ſubject occurred to me 
n meditating on Ezekiel xxxili. 7. 9. 80 thou, O fon 
of man, I have ſet thee a watchman unto the houſe 
of Hrael: therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at my 
mouth, and warn them from me. When I fay unto 
the wicked, O wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die: 
if thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the wicked from pis 
way, that wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity, bu: hi 
blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheleſs, if 
thou warn the wicked of his way, to turn from it; it 
he do not turn from his way, he ſhall die in his 
miquity: but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul.” 1 was 
ily convinced, with Biſhop Purnet, that every miniſter 
as much concerned in this ſolemn warning as the pro- 

D phet 
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phet himſelf. Ads xx. 17—3;. was another portion of 
Scripture which by means of this book was brought home 
to my conſcience; eſpecially ver. 26, 27, 28, which ſerve 
as an illuſtration of the preceeding Scripture: * Wherefore 
I take you to record this day that I am pure from the 
blood of all men: for I have not fhunned to declare unto 
„vou all the counſel of God. Take heed, therefore, unto 
„ yourſelyes and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghot: 
* hath made you overſcers, to feed the church of God which 
* he hath purchaſed with his-own blood,” 


In ſhort, at his inſtance-I was put upon the atter:tive and 
repeated peruſal of the Epiſtles to Timothy add Titus, as con- 
taining the ſum of a miniſter's duty in all ages. I ſearched 
out and carefully conſidered every text I could find in the 
whole Scripture which referred to this argument. 1 was 
greatly impreſſed by 1 Cor. ix. 16. © For neceſſity is laid 
upon me, yea, woe is me if I preach not the Goſpel.” 
Nor was I leſs ſtruck with Colef; iv: 17. Say to Archipprs, 
* Take heed to the miniſtry which thou haſt received in the 
Lord, that that thou fulfil it.” This was brought to my 
conſcience with power, as if the Apoſtle had in perſon ſpoken 
theſe words to me. But cſpecially I was both inſtructed ard 
encouraged by meditating upon 1 Peter v. 2-4, Feed the 
* flock of God which is among you, taking the overſight there- 


„but of a ready mind: neither as being lords over God's 
„heritage, but being enſamples to the flock; and when the 
„ chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away.“ | 


I hope the reader will excuſe my prolixity in ſpeaking on 
this ſubject, becauſe in itſelf it is very important: and 
hough I obtained no new views of goſpel truth from this 
book, yet I received ſuch a deep conviction of the n, 
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and importance of that work in which I had thoughtleſsiy 
engaged, and of the imminent danger to which my foul 
would be expoſed, ſhould I neglect to devote myſelf wholly 
to it; that therein was laid the foundation of all my ſub- 
ſequent conduct, and change of ſentiments, I was, indeed, 
guilty of very criminal procraſtination, after I had been thus 
convinced; and being engaged more than I ought in other 
matters, I for ſome time poſtponed and neglected complying, 
with the dictates of my conſcience. But I never loſt fight 
of the inſtruction I had received, nor ever had any comfort- 
able reflection, till, having broken off all other engagements _ 
I had given myſelf up to thoſe ſtudies and duties which per- 
tain to the work of the miniſtry.— And I have cauſe to bleſs. 
God, that this book ever came in my way. 


Still, however, my ſelf-confidence was very little abated: 


and my advance in the knowledge of the truth very ſmall. 


I next read Tillot/on's ſermons, and Fortin's works: and, my 


tine being otherwiſe engaged, I gave into the indolent cuſ- 


tom of tranſcribing their diſcourſes, with ſome alterations, to- 


preach to my people. This precluded free meditation on 
the word of 'God, -and-led me for a time to take vp my 
opinions upon truſt, My preaching was in general that 
imooth:ipalatable mixture of law and goſpel, which corrupts 
both; which, flattering pride and 'prejudice, and ſoothing, 


the conſcience, pleaſes the careleſs ſinner and felf-righteous. 


formaliſt; but-does real good to none. 
About this time 1 fooliſhly. engaged in a courſe of diver- 
ſion and viſiting, more than I had done ſince my ordination :: 
this unfitted me for ſecret prayer, and cloſe meditation, ren-- 
dering the Scriptures, and other religious ſtudies, inſipid and 
rkſome to me (a never-failing conſequence of this vain com- 


pliance with the world). For a time, therefore, my ardour 


vas damped, my anxiety-baniſhed, and my enquiries retar. 
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ded. However, I was not permitted entirely to drop my 
religious purſuits: generally I made it a rule to read ſome- 
thing in the Scriptures every day, and had a taſk of daily 
devotion; but in both was very formal and lifeleſs. 


Vet, not long after, I was engaged in earneſt meditation 
on our Lord's diſcourſe with Nicodemus ( John iii). I felt an 


anxious deſire to underſtand this intereſting portion of Scrip- 


ture: eſpecially to know what it was to be © born again,” or 
from above, and “of the Spirit;”” which in five verſes our 
Saviour hath three times declared abſolutely neceſſary to fal- 
vation. It was abſurd to ſuppoſe that ſuch ſtrong expreſ- 
ſions implied no more than baptiſm with water. T:Ulor/on's 
controverſial ſermons on this ſubject afforded me no fſatisfac- 
tion. Some great and total charge I ſuppoſed to be intended, 
not only in the behaviour, but alſo in the heart, But not 
naving yet clearly experienced that change, I could not 
underſtand in what it conſiſted. However, having offered 
ſome poor prayers for divine teaching, I undertook to preach 
upon it; but I talked very darkly, employed a confiderable 
part of my time in declaiming againſt viſionaries and enthu- 
ſiaſts, and reaped very little benefit from it. Yet I was ſo 
well ſatisfied with my performance, that, in the courſe of my 
correſpondence with Mr. „I ſent him theſe ſermons 
for his peruſal: he, in return, ſent me ſome of his own 
upon the ſame ſubject. But, though ſincerely defirous to 
underſtand our Lord's meaning in this important point, I 
was too proud to be taught by him; I caſt my eye, therefore, 
careleſsly over ſome of them, and returned the manuſcvipt, 


without attending to any thing contained in it. 


Nothing material oceurred after this, till the next ſpring, 
1776: when I was induced, by what I had learned from 


Biſhop Burnet, to eſtabliſh a lecture, once a week in one of 


my pariſhes, for expounding the Scriptures, This brought 
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many paffages, which I had not before obſerved, under at- 
tentive conſideration; and afforded my refle&ting_ mind 
abundance of employment, in attempting to reconcile them 
with each other, and with my ſcheme of doctrine... 


Little progreſs howeres had been made, when, in- * 
1776, I heard a dignified clergyman, in a viſitation ſermon, 
recommend Mr. Soame Fenuingss * View of the internal evidence 
of the Chriſtian Religion” In conſequence of this recommen-- 
dation I peruſed it: and not without profit. The truth and 
importance of the goſpel revelation appeared, with convincing.” 
evidence, to my underſtanding, and came. with efficacy to my 
heart, by reading this book. Thence I received more diſtinct 
heart- affecting views of the deſign of God in this revelation 
aud of himſelf; and I was led to much ſerious reflection, 
and earneſt prayer to be led to, or eſtabliſhed in, the truth, 
concerning the nature and reality of the atonement by the- 
death of Chriſt: for hitherto LL was a Sxciniar,. or very little 
better, in this reſpect. 


But, to counter balance this advantage, Dr. Clarke's *Scrip-, 
ture doftrine of the Trinity, and the controverſy which enſu— 
ed upon it's publication, became a favourite part of my ſtudy. 
The Arian ſcheme feems ſo inconſiſtent with reaſon, that- 
when reflecting men, in order to avoid theſe myiterious and 
as they imagine, unreaſonable concluſions, which, according 
to the true meaning of words, the Scriptures contain, have 
been induced to become Arians, it is wonderful they do not, 
for the ſame cauſe, embrace the Socinian ſyſtem. This is 
the natural progreſs of unhumbled reaſon: from Arian;/m to. 
Socinianiſin; from Socinianiſm to Deiſmʒ and thence to Albeiſm. 
g. Many and awful have been the examples of reaſoning and 
m learned men, who, under the name of Phlaſopbers, arroga- 
of MW ting to themſelves the prerogative of ſuperior diſcernment, , 
bt have manifclled the propriety with which they claimed this 
ny 23. Preeminende 
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preeminence, by treading this down- Mill road, almoſt, if not- little 2% 
quite, ta the bottom. | ut, thoug 
| | ought un 
But when a man has fallen ſo low as Socinianiſin, not mere-. Nieful to p 
ly for want of information, or by blindly and implicitly wviour, ar 
adopting the ſentiments of-other men, but by leaning to his the uſe © 
own underſtanding, and preferring the coneluſions of his Bafonably « 
own reaſon. to the infallible dictates of the Holy Ghoſt; it Wh of it, 1 
is not common for him to return gradually, by the retrogade Meſs and ne 
path, firſt to Ariani/m, and then to the received doctrine of yr far mor 
the Trinity. Yet this was my caſe.— Dr. Clarke appeared V allotted 
to me ſo undeniably to eſtabliſh his argument by expreſs- nd the ſou 
ſcriptural evidences, and ſo plauſibly to defend his ſyſtem on reatly alte 
both fides, and to back his cauſe with. ſo many ſeeming. au- hg and ſer 
thorities; that, on one hand, I found myſelf unable any what m. 
longer to maintain my Socinian principles, but was conſtrain- Went and x 


ed to relinquiſh them, as untenable; and, on the other, I 
was not aware of the flaw in his reaſoning, and the unavoid-. 
able conſequence of his middle doctrine, * that the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, however exalted, or dignified with names and 
titles, muſt either. be mere creatures; or that otherwiſe there 


ory, ſcr1 
anuels © 
yſelf, an 
nore ſpirit 


Majeſty of 
mult be three Gods“. Not · perceiving this, and my newly 5 

| acquired reverence for Scripture, and my old ſelf-confidence, About t 
and fondneſs for reaſoning, being, by this conciliating ſcheme, {Wdmonitio! 

both humoured—T cordially acceded ta his ſentiments, and Fill other 
for a long time could-not-endure any other dectrine. all my ten 
Nothing further of. any conſequence. occurred till about wi, Ang i 
December, 1776, when careleſsly taking up Mr, Law's * Serious Wh ady, anc 
Call, a book I had hitherto treated with contempt, I had quiries, a 
no ſooner, apened it, than I was ſtruck. with the originality. ſcarcely © 

af the work, and the ſpirit and force of argument with religion. 


which it is written. This I ſpeak merely as to his manage- 

ment of the ſubjects he treats of; for there are many things The f: 

i2.it, that I am far from approving; and it certaialy contain, Wieep comp 
* | 23 
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little ge del as any religious work I am acquainted” with, 
ut, though a very uncomfortable book to a perſon who is 
ought under a ſerious concern for his ſoul, yet it is very 
ſeful to prepare the way, to ſhew the need we have of a 
wiour, and to enforce the practice of that holy diligence- 
the uſe of means, which the important intereſts of eternity 
2aſonably demand.. This was it's uſe to me. By the peru- 
x of it, I was convigced that I was guilty of great remiſſ. 
eſs and negligence; that the-duties of ſecret devotion called- 
pr far more of my time and attention, than had been hither-. 
o allotted to them; that, if I hoped to ſave my own ſoul, 
nd the ſouls of thoſe that heard me, I muſt in this reſpect 
reatly alter my conduct, and increaſe my diligence, in ſeek- 
ng and ſerving the Lord. From that time I began to ſtudy 
what manner-my devotions might be rendered more fer- 
ent and pertinent; I tranſcribed, and laid up in my me- 
ory, ſcripture petitions; I employed ſome time in reading- 
anuels of devotion, made attempts to compoſe prayers 
yſelf, and became more frequent and earneſl, and, I truſt, 
nore ſpiritual than heretofore, in my ſecret addreſſes to the. 
Majeſty of; heaven. 


_ 


About this time, after many delays, I complied with the 
dmonitions of my conſcience, and diſengaged myſelf from 
ill other employments, with a- ſolemn reſolution to leave 
all my temporal concerns in the hands of the Lord, and en- 
irely to devote myſelf to the work of the miniſtry, Being 
thus become maſter of all my time, I. dropped every, other 
ſtudy, and turned the whole current of my. reflections, en- 
{ quiries, and reading, into another channel; and thenceforth 
arcely opened a, book which treated of any thing beſides: 

1 religion, 


_ * r LS 2 — 1 * _—— * 


3 The f:itftep I took, after this diſengagement, was, to- 
ep common: place books; one I had for noting down remark-- 
3. able 
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able paſſages out of other authors; and another for collet. 
ting into one view every text I could meet with in Scripture; 


reſpecting the moſt important and controverted doctrines off 


the goſpel. Though I held this but a ſhort time (for when 
my engagements multiplied I dropt it); -yet I found it very 
uſeful, in bringing me acquainted with many paſſages of the 
word of God,. to which I had not hitherto much attended; 
and it prepared the way for penning my ſermons, on doctri. 
nal ſubjects, with the ſcripture teſtimonies concerning the 
Point in hand, in one view before me. 


In January, 1777, I met with a very high commendation 
of Mr. Hooker's writings, with the honourable appellation of 
Frdicious beſtowed upon him. This excited my. curioſity to 
read his works; which accordingly I did with great profit. In 
his * Diſcourſe of Fuſtification, (Works, Edit. 1682, page 
496,) I met with the following remarkable paſſage, which, 
as well for its excellency, as for the effect it had upon my 
religious views, I ſhall, though rather long, tranſcribe, — It 
© our hands did never offer violence to our brethren, a bloody 
thought doth prove us murderers before him [God.] If we 
had never opened our mouth to utter any ſcandalous, offen- 
five, or hurtful: word, the cry of our ſecret cogitations 1s 
heard in the cars af God. If we did not commit the fins, 
* which daily and hourly, in deed, word, or thoughts, we 
* do commit; yet in-the good things which we do, how 
many defects are there intermingled! God, in that which 
is done, reſpecteth the mind and intention of the doer, Cut 
© off then all thoſe things wherein we have regarded out 
own glory, thoſe things which men do to pleaſe men, and 
to ſatisfy our own liking; thoſe things which we do by any 


reſpect, not ſincerely, and purely for the love of God; and. 


a ſmall ſcore will ſerve for the number of our righteous 
«deeds. * Let the holieſt and beſt thing we do, be confider- 
ved; e are never better affected unto God than when we 
. 6. = 
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pray: —yet, when we pray, how are our affections many 
times diſtracted! how little reverence do we ſhow unto the 
grand Majeſty of God unto whom we ſpeak! how little re- 
morſe of our own miſeries! how little taſte of the ſweet in- 
fluence of his tender mercies do we feel! Are we not as 
$ unwilling many times to begin, and as glad to make an 
end, as if in ſaying, © Call upon me,” he had ſet us a very 
burdenſome taſk? It may ſeem ſomewhat extreme which 
I will ſpeak; therefore let every one judge of it, even as 
his own heart ſhall tell him, and no otherwiſe, I will but 
only make a demand: if God ſhould yield unto us, not, as 
unto Abraham, if fifty, forty, thirty, twenty, yea, or if ten, 
good perſons could be found in a city, for their fakes the 
F city ſhould not be deſtroyed; but, and if he ſhould make 
us an offer thus large :—ſearch all the generations of men, 
ſince the fall of our father Adam; find one man, that hath 
done one action, which hath paſſed from him pure, withe 
out any ſtain or blemiſh at all; and, for that one only man's 
action, neither men nor angels ſhall feel the torments which 
are prepared for both. Do you think that this ranſom, ta 
deliver men and angels, could be found to be among the 
ſons of men? The beſt things, which we do, have ſome- 
what in them to be pardoned; how then can we do any 
thing meritorious, or worthy to be rewarded? Indeed God 
* doth' liberally promiſe whatſoever appertaineth to a bleſſed 
* life to as many as fincerely keep his law, though they be 
not exactly able to keep it. Wherefore we acknowledge a 
* dutifut neceflity of doing well, but the meritorious dignity 
of doing well we utterly renounce. We ſee how far we 
are from the perfect righteouſneſs of the law: the little fruit 
be * which we have in holineſs, it is, God knoweth, corrupt 
and unfound: we put no confidence at all in it; we chal- 
{lenge nothing in the world for it; we dare not call God to 
*rgckoning, as if we had him in our debt-books, Our con- 
%. tinual 


a 2 
— 
i 
— cc 


* — — * 2 — — * 
* * 
1 1 — 2 " wy, P 
PP Dn — — 
3 1 i 
— 4 ' * 


mm k 
—— 
. *, 2 
ap 2 
N k „434 — — * 
2 — IS 833 
OY wt 34 * 


a - A. A - 
7 we 3 . et. > — 


— 
— 


2 


„ , 
— 23 


— 3 
* 2 = 
_ - p 


© ths * 4 1 
2 — — — 


- - 
— . —_— 
— 
_ * 
— — 74 
d * 
* — * 


— — 


— — — 


K *2 


. 2 — . — — —ü—U—ñ — r . "IY 


* 
— — 
n 


—— 


1 4 1 


© tinual ſuit to him is, and muſt be, to bear with out ini 
* mities, and pardon our offences.“ 


ith, not o 
had not y 
at fountair 


I had no ſooner read this paſſage, than JI acquired ſuck 
ntifully it 


an inſight into the ſtrictneſs and ſpirituality of the divine 
law, aud the perfection which a juſt and holy God, accord 
ing to that law, cannot but require in all the ſervices of hi 
reaſonable creatures; that I clearly perceived my very bel 
duties, on which my main dependence had hitherto bee 


I was not | 
dncerning | 
puſneſs wit 
ot our ow 


placed, to be merely ſpecious fins; and my whole lik ent qualit 
appeared to be one continued ſeries of tranſgreſſion. I nov... found! 
underſtood the Apoſtle's meaning, when he affirms that * By for by fai 
©« the works of the law can no fleſh be juſtified before God.“ hough in 
All my difficulties in this matter vaniſhed; all my diſtino et, event 
tions, and reaſonings about the meaning of the words lau dty ful 
and juſtification, with all my borrowed eriticiſms upon them, 29% a4 


Failed me at once. I could no longer be thus amuſed ; for 
TI was convinced, beyond the poſſibility of a doubt, that al 
men were ſo notoriouſly tranſgreſſors of every law of God, 
that they none of them could be juſtified in his fight accord 
ing to any law: I was ſenſible that if God ſhould only call 
me into judgement before him, according to the ſtriineſs of 


od upho 
not imput 
thereunto, 
Chriſt as 


was COMIT 


fectly righ 
his perfect law, for the beſt duty I ever performed, I muſt be Mr muſt tak 
condemned as a tranſgreſſor: when weighed 1 in theſe exact „ ;:,, 
balances, it would be found wanting. Thus was I effectuallj ks. 
convinced, that, if ever I were ſaved, it muſt be in ſome way fight of G 
of unmerited mercy and grace, though I did not clearly un- Fab ike; 
derftand in what way, till long after, \ Immediately, there · Ni our con 
fore, I took for my text Gal. iii, 22, But the Seripture in the wor 


& hath concluded all under fin, that the promiſe, by cugered: 
faith of Jeſus Chriſt, might be given to them that believe: r 
and preached from it according to Hooker's doctrine ; expreſ- 
ſing, as ſtrongly as I could, the defilements of our beſt ac- ¶ Equally 
tions, and our need of mercy in every thing we do; in order Woo): As 


the more evidently to ſhew that ſalvation is of grace, through WW we canno! 
fait h 


that men 


* 


| 


E 
ith, not of works, leſt any man ſhout boaſt, However, 
had not yet attained to a knowledge of the foulneſs of 


at fountain, whence all theſe polluted ſtreams flow forth ſo 
ntifully into our lives and converſation, | 


ti 


I was not then able to receive the following nervous paſiage 
ncerning juſtification (Hooker, page 495): The righte- 
puſaeſs wherein we muſt be found, if we will be juſtified, is 
ot our own; therefore we cannot be juſtiſied by any inhe- 
ent quality. Chriſt hath merited righteouſneis for as many as 
are found in him. In him God findeth us, if we be faithful: 
for by faith we are incorporated into Chriſt. Then, al- 
hough in ourſelves we be altogether ſinful and unrighteous, 
yet, even the man which is impious in himſelf, full of ini- 
ity, full of fin, him, being found in Chriſt through 
faith, and having his fin remitted through repentance, him 
od upholdeth with a gracious eye, putteth away his fin, by 
not imputing it; taketh quite away the puniſhment dus 
thereunto, by pardoning it; and accepteth him in Jeſus 
Chriſt as perfectly righteous, as if he had fulfilled all that 
was commanded him in the law, Shall I ſay, more per- 
fectly righteous than if himſelf had fulfilled the whole law? 
| muſt take heed what 1 ſay; but the Apoſtle ſaith, & God 
made him to be fin, for us, wwho knew no fin, that awe might be 
naue the righteouſneſs of God in him,” Such we are in the 


ent of God the Father, as is the very Son of God himſelf. 
im Let it be counted folly, or frenzy, or fury, whatſoever, it 
©" is our comfort, and our wiidom; we care for no knowledge 
e in the world but this, that man hath finned, and God hath 
by ſuffered ;- that God hath made himſelf the Son of man, and 
* that men are made the righteouſneſs of God.) 


c- W Equally determinate and expreſſive are theſe words (page 
er Woo): As for ſuch as hold with the Church of Rome, that 
zh ve cannot be ſaved by Chriſt alone without works, they do, 
h | not 


8 


* not only by a circle of conſequence, but directly, deny thy Y WP : 
i ö | a rom his 

foundation of faith; they hold it not; no not ſo much x bab 
* by a thread.“ If the judicious Hooker*s judgement ma Church. « 
in this important concern be depended upon, and I ſuppoſe i warranta 
will not eafily be proved erroneous, I fear the foundation 0 ks oe 
faith is held by only a ſmall part of that Church, which ha "% 53, a 


honoured her champion with this diſtinction, «nd the 1 
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Pag. 508 and gog, he thus defends his doctrine againſt the 
objections of the Papiſts (for at that time none but the Papji 
objected to it), It is a childiſh cavil wherewith, in the mat: 
ter of juſtification, our adverſaries do fo greatly pleaſt 
* themſelves, exclaiming that we tread all chriſtian virtue; 
under our feet, and require nothing of chriſtians but faith; 


* becauſe we teach that faith alone juſtifieth. Whereas, by 
this ſpeech, we never meant to exclude either hope or 
charity from being always joined, as inſeparable mates 
with faith, in the man that is juſtified; or works from 
being added as neceſſary duties required at the hands of 
Cevery juſtified man: but to ſhow that faith is the only hand 
* which putteth on Chriſt unto juſtification ; and Chriſt the 
only garment, which, being ſo put on, covereth the ſhame 
of our defiled natures, hideth the imperfections of our 
* works, preſerveth us blameleſs in the fight of God; before 
whom, otherwiſe, the weakneſs of our faith were cauſe ſut- 
© cient to make us culpable; yea to ſhut us from the kingdom 
© of heaven, where nothing that is not abſolute can enter.” 


Had I at this time met with ſuch paſſages in the writings 


of the Difſenters, or in any of thoſe modern publications, 


which, under the brand of metbodiſtical, are condemned 
without reading, or peruſed with invincible prejudice, I 
ſhould not have thought them worth regard, but ſhould 
have rejected them as wild enthuſiaſm. But I knew that 


Hooker was deemed perfectly orthodox, and a ſtandard writer, 
by 
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by the prelates of the church in his own days. I learned 
from his diſpute with Mr. Travers, that he was put upon 
his defence, for making conceflions in this matter to the 
Church of Rome, which the zealous Proteſtants did not think 
warrantable; that he was judged by the more rigid too lax 
in his doctrine, by none too rigid: I had never heard that it 
had been infinuated that he was tinctured with enthuſiaſm; 
and the ſolidity of his judgement, and acuteneſs of his reaſon- 
ing faculties, need no voucher to the attentive reader, His 
opinion, therefore, carried great weight with it; made me 
ſuſpect the truth of my former ſentiments ; and put me upon 
ſerious enquiries and deep meditation upon this ſubject, ac- 
companied with earneſt prayers for the teaching and direction 


of the Lord therein. The reſult was, that after many objec- 


tions and doubts, and much examination of the word of God, 
in a few months I began to accede to Mr. Hooker's ſentiments. 
And at the preſent my opinion in this reſpect, as far as I 
know, coincides with theſe paſſages of this eminent author, 
and is ſupported and vindicated by the ſame arguments: he, 
therefore, who would prove our doctrine of juſtification by 
faith alone to be an error, will do well to anſwer in the firſt 
place theſe quotations from Mr. Hooker. 


And indeed, as far as I can underſtand him, there is ſcarce- 
ly any doctrine, which, with no inconfiderable offence, I 
now preach, that is not as evidently contained in his writings 
as in my ſermons. Witneſs particularly his * Sermon of the 
certainty and perpetuity of faith in the elect; in which the 
doctrine of the final perſeverance of true believers, as far as 
it ſeems worth contending for, is expreſsly taught and maine 
tained: and he cloſes it with this noble triumph of full aſſu- 
rance, as reſulting from that comfortable doctrine in the 
hearts of confirmed and experienced chriſtians; * I know in 
© whom I have believed; I am not ignorant whoſe precious 


* blood has been ſhed for me; I have a Shepherd full cf 
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© kindneſs, full of care, and full of power; unto him 1 
© commit myſelf, His own finger hath engraven this ſen- 
© tence in the tables of my heart, Satan hath defrred to <vin- 
« now thee as wheat, but I have prayed that thy faith fail not.” 
Therefore, the afſurance of my hope I will labour to keep 
© as a jewel unto the end, and by labour, through the gra- 
© cious mediation of his prayer, I ſhall keep it.“ (Page. 132) 
With ſuch words in my mouth, and ſuch affurance in my 
heart, I wiſh to live, and hope to die. 


The inſertion of theſe quotations from this old author 
will, I hope, need no apology: many have not his works, 
and theſe extracts are worthy of their peruſal: others, from 
theſe ſpecimens, may be prevailed with to read what per. 
haps hath hitherto been an unnoticed book in their ſtudies. 
Eſpecially I recommend to thoſe who admire him as the 
champion of the external order and diſcipline of the church, 
and ſuch as willingly allow him the honour of being diſtin- 
guiſhed by the epithet, Judicious, that they would attentively 
read, and impartially conſider his doctrine, This would put 
an eftectual ſtop to thoſe declamations that, either ignorantly 
or maliciouſſy, are made againſt thoſe very doctrines as no- 
vel inventions, which have juſt now been explained and de- 
fended in Mr. Hooker's. own words. For my part, though 1 
acknowledge that he advances many things I ſhould be un- 
willing to ſubſcribe, yet I heartily bleſs Goa, that at this 
time I read him: the firſt material alteration, that took 
place in my views of the goſpel, being in conſequence 
thereof, 


One more quotation I ſhall make, and ſo take my leave 
of him. Addreſſing himſelf (in his 2d. * Sermon on part of 
St, Fude's Epifil”) to the paſtors who are appointed to feed 
the choſen in Ifracl, he ſays (Page 552), If there be any 
feeling of Chriſt, any drop of heavenly dew, or any ſpark 
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t of God's good Spirit within you, ſtir it up; be careful to 
build and edify, firſt yourſelves and then your flocks, in 
© this moſt holy faith. I ſay, fr/{ yourſelves; for he, which 
* will ſet the hearts of other men on fire with the love of 
* Chriſt, muſt himſelf burn with love. It is want of faith in 
* ourſelves, my brethren, which make us retchlefs [care- 
f leſs] in building others. We forſake the Lord's inheri- 
tance, and feed it not. What is the reaſon of this? Our 
© own defires are ſettled where they ſhould not be, We 
© ourſelves are like thoſe women which have a longing to eat 
* coals, and lime, and filth: we are fed, fome with honour, 
$ ſome with caſc, ſome with wealth: the goſpel waxeth 
© loathfome and unpleaſant in our taſte; how ſhonld we then 
have a care to feed others with that which we cannot fancy 
$ ourſelves? If faith wax cold and flender in the heart of 
© the prophet, it will ſoon periſh from the ears of the people.“ 
It is not needful to add any reflections upon this paſſage, 
every one will readily make them for himſelf: we are how- 
ever reminded thereby of Solomon's words (Eccl. i. 9, 10), 
„There is no new thing under the fun; is there any thing 
© whereof it may, be ſaid, See this is new'? It hath been 
already of old time which was before us.” (Zeccl. iii, 25) 
„That which hath been is now, and that which is to be 
* hath already been.“ 


To my ſhame be it ſpoken, though I had twice ſubſerihed 
he Articles, which allow the book oft Homrlirs to be found 
nd wholeſome doctrine, I had never yet {cen them, and un- 
erſtood not what that doctrine was. But now, being enga- 
ed in a ſerious enquiry after truth, 2n1 Pooker's works ha- 
ing given me a more favourable opinis:. of theſe ol. authors, 
L was inclined to examine them, and rcad part ot the book 
ith ſome degree of attention. And though many things 
eemed hard ſayings, that I could not receive, ye! many 
others were made very uſeful to me, eſpecially concerning 
E 2 juſtification, 
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Juſtiſication. In ſhort, I perceived that that doctrine, w hic 
J had hitherto deſpiſed as methodiſtical, was the ſtandard 
doctrine of the eſtabliſhed church when that book was com- 
poſed; and conſequently that it was ſo ſtill: for that book 
has loſt none of it's authority, though much of it's eſteem, 
with thoſe who ſubſcribe the thirty-nine articles. This weak- 


ened my prejudice, though it did not prove the doctrine 
true. 
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About this time a new and unexpected effect was produced 


by my preaching,— I had hitherto been fatisfied to ſee people ] This 11 
regularly frequent the church, liſten attentively to what was work of g 
diſcourſed of, and lead moral decent lives, The way in e true g. 
which I had been led was ſo ſmooth, and the progreſs I had HPlexity. 
made ſo gradual; I had lately experienced ſo little diſtreſſing MWibould miſ 
concern for my own ſoul, and had ſo little acquaintance Nas their ff 
with perſons converſant in theſe matters; that though I de- reading ar 
clared the ſtriftneſs, ſpirituality, and ſanction of the lau more cart 
of God in an alarming manner; yet it never occurred to me ¶ truth. A 
that they, who profited thereby, might not proceed in the ¶ unto the L 
ſame eaſy gradual way, But I had ſcarcely begun this new WH to enable: 
method of preaching when application was made to me hy and the in 
perſons in great diſtreſs about their ſouls; their conſcience 
being awakened to a ſenſe of their loſt condition by nature At this 
and practice, they were anxious in enquiring what they mul the Script: 
do to be ſaved. I knew not well what to ſay to them, my acquaintat 
views being greatly clouded, and my ſentiments concerning s My 8. 
juſtification very much perplexed: but, being willing to give t all the 
them the beſt counſel J could, I exhorted them to believe in and all oth 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; though I was neither capable of ule of ther 
inſtructing them concerning the true nature of faith, nor in We to ſtor 
what manner they were to ſeek it. However, I better unde. for a 
than I had 


ſtood my own meaning, when I adviſed them to the ſtudy of 
the ſcriptures, accompanied with prayer to God to be le 
rightly to underſtand them; and when I inculcated amend 

md 
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ment of life, In this manner the Lord flowly brought them 
4 Wforwards; and though, for want of a better inſtructor, they 
n. vere a conſiderable time before they arrived at eſtabliſhment 
Kin the faith; yet ſome of them, having their minds leſs lea- 
n, Wvened with prejudice and the pride of reaſoning, were more 
apt ſcholars in the fchool of Chriſt than I, and got the ſtart of 
of me in tho knowledge both of doctrine and duty; and in 
their turns became, though without intending it, in ſome 
things my monitors, to my no ſmall advantage, 


el 

le This fingular circumſtance of being the inſtrument of a 
work of grace in others, while I myſelf ſo little underſtood 
in the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, very much increaſed my per- 
ad MWplexity, I became doubly earneſt to know the truth, leſt ! 
ng MW thould miſlead thoſe who confided their precious fouls to me, 
ce as their ſpiritual inſtructor. This added to my diligence in 
le- reading and meditating on the word of God; and made me 
more earneſt in prayer to be guided to the knowledge of the 
ne truth. And under every difficulty, I conſtantly had recourſe 
he unto the Lord, to preſerve me from 1gnorance and error, ane 
en to enable me to diſtinguiſh between the doctrines of his word, 
by WE and the inventions and traditions of men. 


At this time I eſtabliſhed a weekly Lecture for expounding 
the Scriptures in my other pariſh, by which I obtained further 
acquaintance with the various parts of the word of God, It 
was my general practice in penning theſe Lectures to ſearch 
out all the Scriptures referred to in the margin of the Bible, 
and all others I could recollect upon the ſubject, and to make 
off vie of them in explaining each other. This method enabled 
in me to ſtore my memory with texts of Scripture; and made 
e. vay for a greater exactneſs in diſcuting doctrinal ſubjects 
off than I had hitherto been acquainted with. 
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In the courſe of the winter, 1777, I was engaged in deep 
meditation upon Luke xi. 9—13, concerning the Holy Spirit 
being given in anſwer to prayer. And at length, having 
made a collection of all the Scriptures I could meet with, 
which reſpected that important doctrine, having diligent- 
ly compared them together, and meditated upon them, 
and beſought the Lord to fulfil the promiſe to my ſoul, 
I wrote two ſermons upon the ſubject; one from Luke xi. 13: 
* If ye then being evil know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more ſhall! your heavenly Father 
* give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him.” The other 
from James i. 16, 17: Do not err, my beloved brethren, 
every good gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and 
* cometh down from the Father of Lights,” By this my 
views of a chriſtian's privileges and duties in this reſpect were 
much enlarged, and my requeſts were made known unto the 
Lord in a more full, exact, and believing manner than 
heretofore, Though much in the dark in many important 
matters reſpecting the perſon, offices, and work, of the 
Holy Ghoſt; yer I had diſcovered more of what was pro- 
miſed concerning him, and therefore knew better what to 
alk, 


My obligations to Biſhop Beveridge muſt here be acknow- 
ledged.— When TI firſt began to peruſe his ſermons, I con- 
ceived a mean opinion of him; and it was ſome time before 
I could prevail with myſelf to examine any further into his 
writings: but, being now more advanced in my enquiry 
after truth, thoſe ſingularities, which at firſt offended me, 
became tolerable, and I began to reliſh the ſimplicity, ſpi- 
rituality, love of Chriſt, and affection for fouls, which emi- 
nently ſhine forth in many parts of his works. Indeed, I 
received confiderable inſtruction from him; but eſpecially 
his ſermon on the real ſatisfaction made by the death of 


Chriſt for the fins of believers, was the bleſſed means of 
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clearing up my views, and confirming my faith reſpecting 
that fundamental doctrine of Chriſtianity, On Good Friday, 
1777, I preached a ſermon upon that ſubject, from Jaiab 
liii, 6. © All we like ſheep have gone aſtray; we have tur- 
ned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid 
« [hath cauſed to light] on him the iniquities of us all.“ 1 
endeavoured to prove (what ever ſince has been the ſole found- 
ation, of all my hopes) that Chriſt indeed bare the fins of all 
who ſhould ever truly believe, in all their guilt, condemna- 
tion, and deſerved puniſhment, in his own body on the tree, 
And I explicitly avowed my belief, that Chriſt, as our ſurety 
and bond's- man, ſtood in our law-place, to anſwer all our 
obligations, and to ſatisfy divine juſtice and the demands of 


the law for our offences: and I publickly renounced as er- 


roneous, and grievous perverſions of Scripture, all my for- 
mer explanations and interpretations of theſe ſubjects, 


This was the firſt doctrine in which I was clearly and fully 
brought to acknowledge the truth; though I had with no 
little earneſtneſs for two years been enquiring about it: to 
ſo aſtoniſhing a degree was my blinded underſtanding filled 
with prejudice againſt the doctrines of the word of God! 
Hitherto they had been fooliſhneſs to me, but now under the 
divine teaching I began, though very dimly, to diſcern the 
wiſdom of God in them. 


I fay dimly; for I was ſtill under many and great miſtakes, 
and in much ignorance in the moſt important points, I 
knew ſin to be a tranſgreſſion of God's law; but I did not ſee 
it's odious deformity, in being deliberate rebellion againſt 
God's ſovereign authority, and an expreſs contradiction to 
his holy nature; charging God fooliſhly, as either want- 
ing wiſdom, or goodneſs, in laying ſuch reſtraints upon the 
inclinations of his creatures; and as tending to overturn all 
| \bordination in the univerſe, and to introduce anarchy, 
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confuſion, and miſery into the whole creation of God. My 
own beſt actions I perceived to be defiled; but I underſtood 
not that this was the effect of a depraved nature, and a pol- 
luted heart. The doctrine of original fin, as the fruitful root 
of theſe multiplied evils, was not yet a part of my creed. In- 
conſiſtently 1 was an Arian, or a Clarkift in my ſentiments 
concerning the perſon of Chriſt, and the divinity of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Some faint conception I had formed of the ſancti- 
fying work of the Holy Spirit in the foul; the beginnings of it 
T little underſtood: and I continued to entertain an impla- 
cable enmity to the doctrine of election, and thoſe connected 
with it, But my faith was now fixed upon a crucified Sa- 
viour, (though I diſhonoured his perſon, and denied his 
Deity) and I had a fincere deſire of being devoted to the 
Lord. He therefore in mercy accepted his own work in my 
heart, and pardoned all that was mine; and at length extri- 
cated me from that labyrinth of difficulties, in which I was 
entangled, 


About this time, in the courſe of my lectures, our Lord's 
diſcourfe with Nicodemus came again under my conſideration. 
Notwithſtanding much meditation and many prayers, I could 
not ſatisfy my mind about it. I was convinced ſome interna! 
change muſt be implied in the expreſſions, * born from 
% above,” and © born of the Spirit:“ and, according to what 
I had experienced, I endeavaured to explain it; but I was 
much in the dark, and had many doubts whether I were right 
or Wrong. 


Hitherto, excepting Leland on the deiſtical writers, I 
had not read any book written by a Diſſenter, with the leaſt 
degree of candour and attention; but at this crifis I met with 
the firſt volume of Dr. Ewvans's Sermons, entitled * The 
« Chriftian Temper,” I was induced to read it by the re. 
commendation of a friend; but, ſuch was my proud foolitt 
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heart! T opened it with great prejudice becauſe I underſtood 
that the author was a Diſſenter. However, this book came 
with a bleſſing ; for by peruſing it I at length perceived that 
fallen man, both body and ſoul, is indeed carnal and fold 
under fin: that by nature in every man living the reaſonable 
and immortal part is deſtitute of ſpirituality, immerſed in 
matter, and, by a diſhonourable and miſerable proſtitution, 
is given up to make proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſt 
thereof; and, that man muſt be renewed in the ſpirit of his 
mind, new created unto good works, born of the Spirit of 
God, made partaker of a new and divine nature, before he 
can poſſibly be made meet for, or admitted into, the king- 
dom of God, In a very little time all my difficulties about 
this matter vaniſhed, and the truth became ſo exceedingly 
plain and evident, that, until I had made the experiment, L 
could ſcarcely be perſuaded but that every perſon, who 
heard it rightly explained, muſt affent to it. This doctrine 
I have ever fince invariably preached, with good effect, I 
truſt, in opening the eyes of ſinners, and turning them from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
(Afts xxvi, 28.) 


About this time my acquaintance with Mr. was re- 
ſumed. From the concluſion of our correſpondenee in 
December, 1775, till April, 1777, it had been almoſt wholly 
dropped. To ſpeak plainly, I did not care for his company; 
I did not mean to make any uſe of him as an inſtructor, and 
was unwilling the world ſhould think us in any way con- 
nected, But, under diſconraging circumſtances, I had oe- 
caſion to call upon him; and his diſcourſe comforted and 
edified me, and my heart, being by his means relieved from 
it's burden, became ſuſceptible of affection for him. From 
that time I was inwardly pleaſed to have him for my friend; 
though not, as now, rejoiced to call him fo. However, I 
had no thoughts of learning doctrinal truth from him, and 
was 
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was aſhamed to be detected in his company: but I ſome 
times ſtole away to ſpend an hour with him. About the 
ſame period, I once heard him preach, but ſtill it was“ fool. 
iſhneſs” to me, his ſermon being much upon the believer” 


eads, bein) 
adies; and 
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experience; and, therefore, though I loved and valued This was | 
him, I conſidered him as a perſon miſled by enthufiaſtical et learned, 
* of Chriſt, 


notions ; and ſtrenuouſly inſiſted that we ſhould never think 


alike till we met in heaven. Apoſtles wer 
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All along in the progreſs of this enquiry, I grew more 
and more concerned about my character: I ſaw myſelf con- 
tinually verging nearer and nearer to that ſcheme of doctrine, 
which the world called Methodiſm; nor could I help it, 
without doing violence to my convictions. I had, indeed, 
ſet out with the avowed, and I truſt ſincere, reſolution of 
ſeeking the truth, as impartially as poſſible; and of em- 
bracing it wherever I might, find it, without reſpect to in- 
tereſt, reputation, or any worldly conſideration whatever. 
J had taken patiently, and ſuſtained comfortably, the loſs 
of my opening proſpect of preferment, I truſt mainly from ritan,” ©; 
the ſupports of grace, and the conſciouſneſs of having acted Hut my unde 
with integrity; but I am not ſure there might not there. lain Script: 


with creep in ſome conſolation to my deceitful heart, from of the wor 
a vain imagination that my character would be ao loſer. ye are no! 
Ambitious thirſt after the praiſæ of men was much more my world, he 
peculiar corruption, than covetouſneſs; and I had been in word that 
no ordinary degree proud of my natural underſtanding.— The than his I 
people called Method, Nie, I had been accuſtomed to hear perſecute 
mentioned with contempt as very filly, as fools, and ſome- not above 
times as madmen: with no ſmall degree of complacency, they have 
and ſelt-· preference: I too had deſpiſed them as weak en- much moi 
thuſiaſts. But I now began to be apprehenſive, that the att. v. 1 
tables were about to be turned upon me. If I profeſſed you, and 


and taught theſe doctrines, I muſt no longer be conſidered as a you falſel 


man of ſober underſtanding, but one of thoſe perſons, whote for great 
| heads, 


1E 


eads, being naturally weak, had been turned by religious 
adies; and who, having fallen under the power of enthu— 
iaſm, had become no better than fools, 


This was the ſharpeſt trial I paſſed through: having not 
xt learned, that“ when we are reproached for the name 
* of Chriſt, happy are we.” Nor did I remember that the 
Apoſtles were © fools for Chriſt's ſake;“ were deemed to be 

beſides themſelves; went © through evil report, and 

good report, as deceivers, and yet true;” that they were 


every where ſpoken againſt,” as the © fellows that turned 
the world upſide down;“ were treated as“ vain babblers,” 


nd accounted: © the filth of the world, and the offscouring 
of all things.” I did not conſider that Jeſus himſelf “ the 
brightneſs of the Father's glory,” © the Word and 
Wiſdom, of God,” who“ went about doing good,” and 
ſpake as never man ſpake,” was not only rejected, but 
leſpiſed as not worth hearing, as “ one that had a devil,” 
s in league with the devil, as © a blaſphemer,” © a Sama- 
ritan,” a madman,” a devil” himſelf. I read indeed, 
ut my underſtanding was not yet opened to underſtand ſuch 
lain Scriptures as theſe, (John xv. 19, 20;) If ye were 
of the world, the world would love his own; but becauſe 
ye are not of the world, but I have choſen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you, Remember the 
word that I faid unto you: The ſervant is not greater 
than his Lord; if they have perſecuted me, they will alſo 
perſecute you.” And (Matt. x. 24, 25), The diſciple is 
not above his maſter, nor the ſervant above his Lord, If 
they have called the maſter of the houſe Beel/zebub, how 
much more ſhall they call them of the houſehol4?? And 
Matt. v. 11, 12,) © Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile 
you, and perſecute you, and fay all manner of evil againſt 
you falſely for my ſake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, 
for great is your reward in heaven; for ſo perſecuted they 
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te the prophets, that were before you.” Not being aware 
of theſe conſequences, when my reſolution was firſt formed, 
I was as one, who has begun to build without counting the 
colt, and was greatly diſturbed, when I ſaw the favourite 
idol of my prond heart, my character, in ſuch imminent 
danger, 


It muſt be ſuppoſed this would,make me cautions what 
doctrines I admitted into my creed; and unwilling to be 
convinced, that thoſe things were true and important, the 
profeſſion of which was ſure to bring infamy on my charac- 
ter: and that even after the fulleſt conviction, I ſhould there. 
by be rendered very careful in what manner I preached 
them. In general, however, though the conflict was ſhary, 
L was enabled to be faithful. The words“ Neceſſity is laid 
„upon me; yea, woe is me if Ipreach not the goſpel, 
were commonly upon my mind when I penned my ſermon, 
and when I entered the pulpit: and though, when a bold 
declaration of what I believed to be the truth, with an offen, 
five application of it to the conſciences of my hearers, drey 
oppoſition | and calumny upon me, I have ſecretly reſolved to 
be more circumſpect the next time: yet when that time came, 
my heart and conſcience being both engaged, I have ni 
dared to conceal one tittle of what appeared to me to be 
true, and to promiſe uſefulneſs. But while, with perturbs 
tion of mind, and with many diſquieting apprehenſion, | 
declared the meſſage with which I ſuppoſed myſelf to be en 
truſted, to ſcreen myſelf from the charge of Methodiſim, and 
to ſoften the oftence, I was frequently throwing out flighting 
expreſſions, and bringing the charge of enthuſiaſm again 
thoſe, who preached ſuch doctrines as I was not yet convil 
ced of. On the other hand, my concern about my characte 
quickened me very much in prayer, and increaſed my dil 
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not, at this expence, preaching “ cunningly deviſed fables,” 
inſtead of feeding the ſouls committed to my care with the 
unadulterated milk of goſpel truth. 


In this ſtate of mind, which is more eaſily underſtood by 
experience than deſcription, I met with Mr. Fenn's * Eſſay 
on the Prophecy of Zacharias.” I was no ſtranger to the cha- 
rater he bore in the eye of the world, ang did not begin to 
read his book with great alacrity or expectation: however, 
the importance of the ſubjects treated of engaged my atten- 
tion, and ſome degree of impartiality, as I proceeded. I 
diſapproved indeed, and quarrelled with many things; but 
others evidenced their truth and importance to my under- 
ſtanding and conſcience : eſpecially I found a word in ſeaſon, 
reſpecting my weak and wicked ſhame and attention to cha- 
racter, in enquiring after divine truth, and in the perfor- 
mance of the important duties of a goſpel miniſter. Theſe 
ſolemn words in particular came home to my heart. If 
* the ſpirit of the world, pride, careleflneſs reſpecting the 
* foul, and neglect of Chriſt, be not hatcful to God, and 
* deſtructive to men, the goſpel (with reverence I ſpeak 1t) 
is an impoſition, Do you abhor that thought as blaſphe- 
my? Abhor as much a fawning upon Chriſt from year to 
year in your cloſet, calling him there your Lord and God, 
and then coming out to conſult the world, how far they 
will allow you to obey his plain commands, withont faying 
you are a Metbodiſt. Ceaſe rather to profeſs any allegiance 
© to Chriſt, than treat him, under profeſſions of duty, with 
ſuch contempt. * I would,” faith he to the church ot 
$ Laodicea, thou wert cold or hot;” but © becauſe tho! 
«art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will ſpew thee 
out of my mouth.” Page 85. 


I ſhould as eaſily be convinced that there was no Holy 
Ghoſt, as that he was not preſent with my foul when I rea! 
F this 
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this paſſage, and the whole of what Mr. Venn has written 
upon the ſubject, It came to my heart with ſuch power, 
conviction, and demonſtration of the Spirit, that it lifted me 
up above the world, and produced that victory which faith 
atone can give; and that liberty which uniformly attends 
the preſence of the Spirit of the Lord. I became at once 
aſhamed of my baſe ingratſtude, and fooliſh fears; and was 
filled with ſuch conſolation and rejoicing, even in the proſ- 
pect of ſacrificing my character, and running the riſque of 
infamy and contempt, as made me entirely ſatisfied on that 
head; and, ſome few ſeaſons of unbehef excepted, I have 


ever ſince been very little troubled about being accounted an 
enthufia/t, or a Methodijt, 


But I ſtill remained as much as before, and am now more 
than ever, afraid of enthuſiaſm itſelf; and the nearer I verg- 
ed to what I had ignorantly ſuppoſed to be fo, the more 
apprehentive I became, leſt my earneſtneſs in ſuch intereſting 
enquiries, and the warmth of my natural ſpirit, thus occa- 
ſionally increaſed, ſhould put me off my guard, and betray 
me into deluſions and miſtakes. From this danger I could 
obtain no fecurity, but by keeping cloſe to the ſtudy of the 
word of God; and by being earneſt and particular in pray- 
ing to be preſerved from enthuſiaſm, and to be enabled to 
Ciſtinguiſh between the pure revelations of the Holy Spirit, 
and the inventions of men, or the deluſions of the ſpirit ot 
lies. 


The Doctrine of a Trinity of coequal perſons in the Unity 
of the Godhead had been hitherto no part of my creed. | 
had long been accuſtomed to deſpiſe this great myſtery of 
godlineſs: I had quarrelled with the articles of the eſtabliſh- 


ed Church about this doctrine : I had been very poſitive and 


open in- my declarations againſt it; and my unhumbled 
r-aſon {till retained objections to it. But about June, 1777, 
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I began to be troubled with doubts ahout it, and to ſuſpett 
the truth of Dr. Clarke's hypotheſis, I had juft read Mr. 


Lindſey's * Apology) and * Sequel,” Before I ſaw them, I 
had made a jeſt of thoſe who thought of confuting him on 
the orthodox ſcheme, and was not without thoughts of 
maintaining Dr. Clarke's ſyſtem againſt him. But when [ 
underſtood that he claimed Dr. Clarke as a Socinian, I was 
ſurpriſed, and engaged in much anxious conſideration of the 
ſubject, The more I ſtudied, the more I was diſſatisfied. 
Many things now firſt occurred to me as ſtrong objections 
againſt my own ſentiments upon that head; and being per- 
plexed, and unable to form a ſcheme for myſelf, I caſily 
perceived that J was not qualified to diſpute with another 
perſon. My pride and my convictions ſtruggled hard for 
the victory; I was very unwilling to become a Triaitarian 
in the ſtrict ſenſe of the word, though in my own ſenſe 1 had 
for ſome time pretended to be one; and yet the more 1 con- 
ſidered it, the more I was diſſatisſied with all other ſyſtems, 
My eſteem for Mr. was alſo now very much increaſed; 
and though I had hitherto concealed this part of my ſenti— 
ments from him, yet I knew his to be very difterent: and 


though I was not willing to be taught by him in other mat- 


ters, yet in this reſpect, finding his opinion the fame which 
in all former ages of the Church hath been accounted orthe- 
dox, while that which I held had always been branded as 
heretical; my fears of a miſtake were thereby excecdingly 
increaſed, In this perplexity I apphed to the Lord, and 
beſought him to lead me to a ſettled conclulon what was 
the truth. After much meditation upon this ſubject, toge- 
ther with a careful examination of all the Scripures which I 
then underſtood to relate to it, accompanied with earneſt 
prayer for divine teaching, I was at length conſtrained to 
renounce, as utterly indefenſible, all my ſormer ;entiments, 
and to accede to that doctrine which I had fo long deſpiſed. 
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I ſaw, and I could no longer avoid ſeeing, that the offices 
and works: attributed in Scripture to the Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, are ſuch as none but the infinite God could perform: 
that it is a contradiction to believe the real, and conſequent- 
ly infinite, ſatis faction to divine juſtice made by the death of 
Chri , without believing him to be © very God of very God: 
nor could the Holy Ghoſt give ſpiritual life unto, and dwell 
in the hearts of, all believers at the ſame time, to adapt his 
work of convincing, enlightening, teaching, ſtrengthening, 
fanctifying, and comforting, to the ſeveral caſes of every 
individual, were he not the omniſcient, omnipreſent, inf 
nite God, And being aſſured from reaſon, as well as from 
Scripture, that there is not, and cannot be, more Gods 
than one; I was driven from my reaſonings, and conſtrained 
to ſubmit my natural underſtanding to divine revelation; 
and, allowing that the incomprehenſible God alone can fully 
know the unſearchable myſteries of his own divine nature, 
and the manner of his own exiſtence, to adopt the doctrine 
of a Trinity in Unity, in order to preſerve conſiſtency in 
my own ſcheme. But it was a conſiderable time before! 
was diſentangled from my embarraſſments on this ſubject, 


Hitherto my prejudices againſt Mr. Herwey, as a writer 
upon doctrinal ſubjects, had been very ſtrong. I thought 
him a very pious man, and I had read with pleaſure ſome 
parts of his Meditations;* but, having conſidered him as an er. 
thuſiaſt, I had no curioſity to read any other of his writings. 
But about Fwy, 1777, I providentially met with his © Theron 
and Aſpaſio;” and opening the book I was much pleaſed 
with the firſt paſſage on which I caſt my eye, This engaged 
me to read the whole with uncommon aitention: nor did }, 
in twice peruſing it, meet with any thing contrary to my 
own ſentiments, without immediately beſeeching the Lord 
to guide mc to the truth. I truſt the Lord heard and an- 


ſwered theſe my prayers; for, though I could not but differ 
| | | from 
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from him (as T fill do) in ſome few things: yet I was very 


much enlightened thereby in every thing relative to our fallen, 


guilty, loſt, and helpleſsly miſerable ſtate by nature; and the 
way and manner in which the believer is accounted, and 
accepted as righteous, in the preſence of a juſt, holy, and 
heart-ſearching, a faithful, and unchangeable God: eſpeci- 
ally his animated deſcription and application of the ſtag 
chace, cleared up this important matter to my mind, more 
than any thing I had hitherto met with upon the ſubject. 


I had now acceded to moſt of the doctrines which at pre- 
ſent I believe and preach; except the doctrine of perſonal 
election, and thoſe which depend on, and are connected with 
it. Theſe were ſtill fooliſhneſs to me: and ſo late as Auguſt, 
1777, I told my friend Mr. , that I was ſure I never 
ſhoukd be of his ſentiments on that head; he anſwered, that 
if I never mentioned this ſubject, he never ſhould, as we 
were now agreed in all he judged abſolutely needful; but, 
that he had not the leaſt doubt of my very ſhortly becoming a 
Calviniſt, as I ſhould preſently diſcover my ſyſtem of doctrine 
to be otherwiſe incomplete, and inconſiſtent with itſelf. And, 
indeed, by this time I had fo repeatedly diſcovered myſelf 
to be miſtaken where I had been very confident, that I began 
to ſuſpe& myſelf in every thing in which I entertained ſenti- 
ments different from - thoſe with whom I converſed. This 
did not influence me to take their opinions upon truſt: but 
it diſpoſed me more particularly and attentively to conſider 
them; and in every perplexity to have recourſe to the Lord, 
to be preſerved from error, and guided to the truth, 


About the ſame time, alſo, I began to have more frequent 
applications made to me by perſons under deep concern for 
their ſouls. My heart was much engaged in this new em- 
ployment; I was much troubled to ſee their preſſin g anxieties, 
and to hear their doubts, difficulties, and objections againit 

F 3 themſelves. 
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themſelves, Being ſincerely defirous to inſtruct them rightly, 
and to lead them on to eſtabliſhment and comfort, I felt my 
deficiency, an ſeemed to have no ground to go on, nor any 
counſel to give them, but what, inſtead of relieving them, 


led them into greater perplexity, In this caſe, I earneſtly 


beſought the Lord to inſtruct me what word in feaſon to ſpeak 
unto them, 


Thus circumſtanced, I read Wiiſius's Economy of the Cove- 
2ants, and” obſerved what uſe he made of the doctrine of 
election for this very purpoſe. This convinced me that the 


doctrine, if true, would afford that ground of comfort which. 


my people wanted. It would evince that their being 
awakened out of a careleſs ſtate to an earneſt concern for, 
and anxiety about, their ſouls, and to an hearty defire of 


cleaving unto the Lord, and their want of ſome ſecurity that, 
they ſhould not, through the deceitfulneſs of their own, 


hearts, their own weakneſs, the entanglements of the world, 
and the temptations of Satan, fall back again into their for- 


mer courſe of fin, was the work of the Holy Ghoſt, If this. 


were wrought in conſequenc of the determinate purpoſe and 
foreknowledge of God reſpecting. them; it would follow 


from the entire and undeſerved freeneſg of this firſt gift be- 
ſtowed on them, when neither defiring nor ſeeking it, but 


being in a ſtate of enmity and rebellion againſt, and neglect 
of, God; and from his unchangeableneſs in his purpoſes, and 
faithfulneſs to his promiſes, that he would aſſuredly carry 


on, and complete this goo | work of his grace, and keep the 


believing ſoul, as in a caſtle, through faich unto ſalvation, 


Having now. diſcovered. one. uſe, of this daftrine, which 


before I objected to as uſeleſs and pernicious, I began to 


confider how the other abjections, which I had been accuſ- 
tomed to urge againſt it, might be anſwered, 


tat I began to contider this whole matter as a, myſtery, not, 
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o be comprehended, nor yet too curiouſly ſearched into, by 
man's natural reaſon; but humbly received by faith juſt as- 
far as it is plainly revealed in God's unerring word. Many 
objections therefore I was conſtrained to leave unanſwered, 
reſolving. them into the incomprehenſible nature of God, 
whoſe judgements, and ſtill more his counſels, are as the 


great deep, unfathomable; and into the ſovereignty. of God, 


who doeth what he will with his own, and gives no account, 


of any of his matters, let: who will preſume to find fault; 
and into his declarations, that his thoughts and ways are as. 


far above our thoughts and ways, as the heavens are above 


the earth, Here I left the matter, conſcious, at length, 


that ſach knowledge was too high for me; and that, if God, 


had ſaid it, it was not my place to cavil againftit, T acknow- 
ledge this way of anſwering objections is not very ſatisfactory. 
to man's proud curioſity, who would be as God, and know 


and there are times when I can hardly acquieſce in ſuch a 
the deciſion of all ſuch high points implicitly to the award of 
preſsly requires it of us; for our Lord declares, that “ Ex- 


«* cept we receive the kingdom of God” (not as diſputing- 


able to anſwer all objections. Here we are to walk by faith, 


and ſee in part, and as through a glaſs, darkly; hereafter - 


we ſhall ſee face to face, and know even, as we are known. 


Leaving therefore all difficulties of a metaphyſical nature | 


to be cleared -up in that world of light and knowledge, I. 


began to conſider the abuſes of this doctrine, which I had | 


always looked upon as being a very formidable objection. 
againſt it, But L ſoon diſcovered, that though ungodly men, 


who. 


all that God knows, and who even dares to diſpute with him; 


ſolution: but ſurely it. is highly becoming the dependant 
ſtate, and limited underſtanding, of the creature, to ſubmit 


the infinitely wiſe Creator. And the chriſtian religion ex- 


philoſophers, but) “ as a little child, we ſhall in no wiſe . 
« enter therein,” The day is coming when we ſhall, be 
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who make profeſſion of religion, will turn the grace of God 
into licentiouſneſs; yet that we might ſo explain and guard 
theſe doctrines, that none could thus abuſe them, without 
being conſcious that they did ſo, and detecting their own 
hypoeriſy. It till, indeed, appeared probable to me, that 
the preaching of them might at firſt occaſion ſome trouble of 
mind to a few well- diſpoſed perſons: but I confidered, that 
by a cautious declaration of them, and contraſting them with 
the general promiſes of the goſpel to all who believe, this 
might in great meaſure be prevented: and, at the worſt, a 
little perſonal converſation with ſuch perſons, would ſeldom, 
if ever, fail to ſatisfy their minds, and even enable them in 
general to derive encouragement from them : while the un- 
ſettling of the minds of ſuch perſons as are careleſsly living 
in an unconverted ſtate is the great end of all our preaching 
to them; and therefore we need not fear any bad effect of 
this doctrine in that reſpect. The great queſtion therrefoe 
was, are theſe doctrines in the Bible, or not? Hitherto I 


had wilfully paſſed over, and neglected, or endeavoured to 


put ſome other conſtruction upon, all thoſe parts of Scripture 
which directly ſpeak of them; but now I began to conſider, 
meditate, and pray over, them; and I ſoon found that I 
could not ſupport my former intrepretation of them, They 
auould teach predeſtination, election, final perſeverance, and 
aſſurance, in ſpite of all my twiſting and expounding. It 
alſo occurred to me, that, though now in diſgrace, they were 


univerſally believed and maintained by our venerable refor- 


mers; that they were admitted, at the beginning of the re- 
formation, into the creeds, catechiſms, or articles of every 
one of the Proteffant churches; that our articles and homilies 
expreſsly maintained them; and, conſequently, that a vaſi 
number of wiſe and ſober- minded men, who in their days 
were burning and ſhining lights, had, upon mature deliber- 


atio . agreed, not only that they were true, but that they 
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ought to be admitted as uſeful, or even as neceſſary, articles 
of faith, by every one who deemed himſelf called to take 
upon him the office of a chriſtian miniſter, 


In the courſe of this enquiry I perceived that my ſyſtem 
of doctrine was incomplete without them. TI believed, that 
men by nature born in fin, and the children of wrath, by 
wicked works the enemies of God, being in themſelves un- 
godly, and without ſtrength—were ſaved of free mercy and 
grace, without having done any thing, more or leſs, to de- 
ſerve it, through the Redeemer's righteouſneſs and atone- 
ment; received by faith, the gift and operation of God, 
and accompanied with a new birth of the Spirit, a new crea- 
tion unto good works, and to the divine image, by the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt: and now, therefore, it occurred 
to me, to enquire from what ſource theſe precious bleſſings, 
thus freely flowing through the channel of redempticn to 
poor worthleſs ſinners, could originally ſpring? In this en- 
quiry, my mind being carried back from the conſideration 
of the effects, to the conſideration of their cauſes; and from 
the promiſes made to fallen man, to the counſels and pur- 
poſes of God, which induced him to give thoſe promiſes ; 
and meditating on the divine perfections, omniſcience, 
unchangeableneſs, and eternity ; and the end which the all 
{ufficient God had in view in all his works, even the mani- 
feſtation of the glory of his own perfections; I at length per- 
ceived, that this great work of redemption, as planned by 
God, to whom were known all his works from before the 
foundation of the world, muſt be the: reſult of his eternal 
purpoſe of diſplaying the glory of his mercy: and grace, in 
harmonious conſiſtency with his moſt awful juſtice and glori- 
ous holineſs; and thereby manifeſting the inexhauſtible re- 
ſources of his manifold wiſdom, in thus reconciling, and at 
one time, and in one work, unitedly gloritying theſe his at- 
tributes, which, conſidered as per fed, ſeem, to created un- 
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derſtanding, irreconcileable to each other. Eſpecially I was 
convinced of this, when I diſcovered, that until the fall of 
man made way for, and his redemption had manifeſted, the 
attribute of mercy to ſinners, it had, as far as we can learn, 
been unexerciſed and undiſplayed, and conſequently un- 
known to any but God himſelf, from all eternity ; nor could 


he have the glory of it, but muſt have been conſidered as ſo 


perfect in juſtice and holineſs as to be incapable of exerciſing 
mercy, had he not choſen ſome objects on whom to exerciſe 
it and deviſed ſome way in which to exerciſe it in conſiſ- 
tency with his other perfections. Thus I perceived redemp- 
tion to be the effect of a ſettled deſign, formed in God's eter- 
nal counſels, of manifeſting himſelf to his reaſonable crea- 
tures to be complete and full orbed in all conceivable per- 
fections: that the merciful and gracious nature of God, the 
fountain of goodneſs, alone moved him to chooſe any tran 
greſſors of his law as objects of his favourable regard: that 
his unconſtrained will and pleaſure are the only affignable 
cauſes of his choofing one rather than another: that the ob- 
jections are as ſtrong againſt this being underſtood of nations, 
or collective bodies, as of individuals: that the whole work 
being his own; his wiſdom having deviſed the means; his 
love and all ſufligency having in the perſon, offices, and 
work of Chriſt made all things ready; his providence direc- 
ting abſolutely to whom the word of invitation {hall be ſent; 
and his Holy Spirit alone inclining and enabling the fo: to 
embrace it by faith ;—-therefore, that God who knoweth the 
end from the beginning, and is a ſovereign, and, when none 
have deſerved any thing, may do as he will with his own, 
did actually “ chooſe us” (every individual believer,) iu 
„ Chriſt, before the foundation of the world, that we //oz!d 
© be holy, and without blame before him in love: having 
„ predeſtinated us unto the adoption of children by Jeſus 
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«will; to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein he 
* hath made us accepted in the beloved.“ Eph. i. 4—6. 


In ſhort, though my objections were many, my anxiety 
great, and my reſiſtance long; yet, by the evidence, which, 
both from the word of God and from my own meditation, 
crouded upon my mind } was at length conſtrained to ſub- 
mit; and, God knoweth, with fear and trembling, to allow 
theſe formerly deſpiſed doctrines a place in my creed: and 
accordingly, about Chrifmas, 1777, I began cautioully to 
eſtabliſh the truth of them, and to make uſe of them for the 
conſolation of poor diſtreſſed and fearful believers. This 
was the the only uſe I then knew of them, though I now ſee 
their influence into every part of goſpel truth. 


However, I would obſerve that, though I aſſuredly believe 
theſe doctrines as far as here exprefſed; (for I am not wil- 
ling to trace them any higher, by reaſonings, or conſe- 
quences, into the unrevealed things of God;) and though I 
exccedingly need them in my view of religion, both for my 
own conſolation, and ſecurity againſt the conſequences of my 
own deceitſul heart, an enſnareing world, and a ſubtle temp- 
ter; as alſo for the due exerciſe of my paſtoral office; - yet I 
would not be underſtood to place the acknowledgement of 
them upon a level with the belief of the doctrines that have 
been before ſpoken of. I can readily conceive the character of 
an utter ſtranger to theſe Calviniſtical doctrines, who, through 
miſapprehenfion, or fear of abuſe, cannot receive them. But 
I own that I find a difficulty in conceiving of an humble, pi- 
ous, ſpiritual Chriſtian, who is a ſtranger to his own utterly 
loſt condition, to the deceitfulneſs and depravity of his heart, 


to the natural alienation of his affections from God, and to 


the defilements of his beſt duties; who truſts, either in whole 
or in part, allowedly to any thing for pardon, and juſtification, 
but the blood and righteouſneſs of a crucified Saviour, who 

is 
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the Calviniſts being denominated Do#rinal Puritans, 
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is God manifeſted in the fleſh; or who expects to be made 
meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in light, in any other 
way than by being born again, created anew, converted, and 
ſanctiſied by the divine power of the Holy Ghoſt, 


Some time in November, 1777, I was, by a then unknown 
friend, furniſhed with a conſiderable number of books, writ- 
ten in general by the old divines; both of the Church of 
England, and of the Diſenters. And, to my no ſmall ſur- 
priſe, I found, that thoſe doctrines, which are now deemed 
novel inventions, and are called Methodiftical, are in theſe 
books every where diſcourſed as known and allowed truths: 
and that that ſyſtem which, deſpiſing to be taught by men, 
and unacquainted with ſuch authors, I had for near three 
years together been hammering out for myſelf, with no ſmall 
labour and anxiety, was to be found ready made to my hands 
in every book I opened, 


TI by no means wonder that the members of the Church 
of England are generally prejudiced againſt the writings of 
Diſſenters; for IJ have been ſo myſelf to an exceſſive degree, 
We imbibe this prejudice with the firſt rudiments of inſtruc- 
tion, and are taught by our whole education to conſider it 
as meritorious: thought no doubt it is a prejudice, of which 
every ſincere enquirer after truth ought to be afraid, and 
every pretended euquiret aſhamed; for how can we deter- 
mine on which fide truth lies, if we will not examine both 
ſides? And indeed it is well known to all thoſe who are 
acquainted with the church hiſtories of thoſe times, that till 
the reign of James I. there were no controverſies between 
the eſtabliſhed Church, and the Puritans, concerning doctrine, 
both parties being in all matters of importance of the ſame 
ſentiments: they only contended abont diſcipline and cere- 
monies; till the introduction of Arminiani/m gave occaſion to 
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period all our Church writers were Calviniſical in doctrine; 


and, even after that time, many might be mentioned, who 


were allowed friends to the Church of England, that oppoſed 
theſe innovations, and agreed in doctrine with every thing 
that has been mentioned. Let it ſuffice, out of many, to re- 
commend the works of Biſhop Hall, eſpecially his Ca- 
templations an the Life of Feſus, a book not eaſily to be prized 
too highly: and Dr. Reynold's works. To theſe no true 
friend to the Church of England can reaſonably object. And 
in general I believe and teach nothing but what they plainly 


taught before me, as I could eafily prove, but that I have 
already been too tedious, | 


1 


I had now got the outlines of my ſcheme of doctrine mar. 
ked out: but I had been fo taken up with theſe doctrinal! 
enquiries, that hitherto I was very much a ftranger to the 
workings of my own heart, and had little experience in my 
own foul, of the power of theſe truths, The pride of rea- 
ſoning, and the conceit of my ſuperior diſcernment, had all 
along accompanied me; and, though ſomewhat broken, had 
yet conſiderable influence, Hitherto, therefore, I had not 
thought. of hearing any perſon preach; becauſe I did not 
know that any perſon, in the circle of my acquaintance, was 
capable of informing me in any thing, deſerving attention, of 
which I was ignorant. But at length perceiving that in the 
whole matter Mr, had been right, and that I had been 
miſtaken, it occurred to me, that having preached theſe 
floctrines ſo long, he muſt underſtand many things ccncern- 
ing them to which I was a ſtranger. Now, therefore, 
though not without much remaining prejudice, and not lets 
in the character of a judge, than of a ſcholar, Icondeſcend- 
ed to be his hearer, and occaſionally to attend his preaching 
and that of ſome other Miniſters. I ſoon perceived the 


benefit of this; for, from time to time I found the ſecrets o 


wy heart diſcovered to me, far beyond what I had hitherto 
G | noticed 


E 


noticed myſelf; and ſeldom returned from hearing a ſermon, 
without having conceived a meaner opinion of myſelf; with- 
out having attained to a further acquaintance with my defi- 
ciencies, my weakneſs, my corruptions, and wants; and 
without being ſupplied with freſh; matter for prayer, and 


directed to greater watchfulneſs. Moreover I learned the uſe 


of experience in preaching: and was convinced, that the 
readieſt way to reach the hearts and conſciences of others 
was to ſpeak from my own. In ſhort, I gradually ſaw more 
and more my need of jiyſtruction, and was brought to 
conſider myſelf as a very novice in religious matters, I be- 
gan experimentally to perceive our Lord's meaning, when 
he ſays, Except ye receive the kingdom of heaven as a 
© little child, ye ſhall in no wife enter therein.“ For, though 


my proud heart is continually rebelling, and would fain 


build up again the former Babel of ſelf-conceit,—yet I truſt 
T have from this time, in my ſettled judgement, deſired, 
and prayed to be enabled, to conſider myſelf as a little 
child, who ought fimply to fit at the maſter's feet, to hear 
his words with profound ſubmitton, and wait his teaching 
with earneſt deſire and patient attendance. And from this 
time I have been enabled to conſider thoſe perſons, whoſe 
knowledge has been ripened by years, experience, and obſer- 
vation, as fathers and iniruftors, to take pleaſure in their 
company, value their counſels, and love to attend their 
preaching. 


Thus I truſt the old building, that T had purpoſed to 
repair, was pulled down to the ground, and the foumdation 
of the new building of God laid aright; old things had 
paſſed away, behold all things were become new. What 
things were gain to me, thoſe I have counted loſs for Chriſt; 
my boaſted reaſon I diſcover to be a blind guide, until hum- 
bled, enlightened, and ſanctified, by the Spirit of God: my 
former wiſdom I now know to have been fooliſhneſs, and 
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that when I thought I knew much I knew nothing as 1 
ought-to know. Since this period, every thing I have ex- 
perienced in my own heart, every thing I have heard and 
read, every thing 1 obſerve around me, confirms and eſtab- 
liſhes me in the aſſured belief of thoſe truths which 1 have 
received; nor do I in general any moie doubt vhether they 
be from God, than I doubt whether the ſun ſhines, when L 
fee its light, and am warmed with its refreſhing beams. 1 
ſes the powerful effects of them continually among thoſe to 
whom I preach; 1 experience the power of them daily in 
my own ſoul; and, while by meditating on, and rejoicing 1n, 
the croſs of Chriſt, I find the world crucified unto me, and 
I unto the world,—by preaching Jeſus Chriſt and him cruct- 
ed, I ſee notoriouſly immoral perſons influenced to deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly, in this preſent world, being examples to 
ſuch as before they were a ſcandal to, 


And now by this change, the conſequences of which J ſor 
much 'dreaded, what have I loſt even in reſpect of this pre- 
ſent world? - Indeed I have loſt ſome degree of favour, and 
eſcape not pity, cenſure, ſcorn, and oppoſition: but the 
Lord is introducing me to a new and far more defirable ac- 
quaintance; even to that of thoſe whom the Holy Ghoſt hath: 
denominated the excellent of the earth: nay the Lord the 
Spirit condeſcends to be my Comforter. In general I enjoy 
an eſtabliſhed peace of conſcience, through the blood of 
ſprinkling, and continual application to the heavenly Advo- 


cate; with a ſweet content, and that peace of God which 


paſſeth all underſtanding, in caſting all my cares upon him 
who careth for me. And I am not left utterly without ex- 
perience of that joy which is unſpeskable and full of glory. 
Theſe the world could not give me, were I in favour with 

it; of theſe it cannot deprive me by its frowns. My deſire 
henceforth, God knoweth, is to live to his glory, and . my 
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whole conduct and converſation to adorn the doctrine of God 
my Saviour, and to ſhow forth his praiſe who hath called 
me out of darkneſs into his marvellous light; to be in ſome 
way or other uſeful to his belizving people; and to invite 
poor ſinners, who are walking in a vain ſhadow, and diſ- 
queting themſelves in vain, to taſte and ſce how gracious 


the Lord is, and how bleſſed they are who put their truſt in 
bim.— 


© Now would I tell to ſinners round, 
What a dear Saviour I have found; 
Would point to his redeeming blood, 
And cry, Behold the way to God ! 


Thus hath the Lord led me, a poor blind finner, in a way 
that IJ knew not; he hath made darkneſs light before me, 
crooked things ſtraight, and hard things eaſy, and hath 
brought me to a place, of which I little thought when I ſet 
out: and having done theſe things for me, I believe, yea 1 
am undoubtingly ſure, he will never leave me nor forfake 
me. To him be the glory of his undeſerved and long-reſitt- 
ed grace: to me be the ſhame, not only of all my other ſins, 
but alſo of my proud and perverſe oppoſition to his purpoſes 
of love towards me. But all this was permitted, that, my 
high ſpirit and ſtout heart being at length humbled and ſub- 
dued, I might remember, and be confounded, and never 
-open my mouth any more, becauſe of my ſhame, now that 
the Lord is pacified to me for all that I have done. 


And now, as in the preſence of the heart-ſearching God, 

I have given without one wilful miſrepreſentation, addition, 
or material omiſſion, an hiſtory of the great things God hath 
done for my ſoul; or, if that ſuit not your view of it, an hiſ- 
tory of that change which hath recently taken place in my 
religious ſentiments and conduct, to the ſurpriſe of ſome, 
and perhaps diſpleaſure of others, of my former friends. 
| | | The 
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The doctrines, which I have now received, are indeed char- 
ged with being deſtructive of moral practice, and tending to 
Jicentiouſneſs; but, though I know that my beſt righteout- 
neſſes are as filthy rags, yet I truſt I may return thanks to 
God, that by his grace he hath fo upheld me, ſince this 
change took place, that I have not been permitted to diſgrace 
the cauſe in which I have embarked, by any immoral con- 
duct: my rejoicing, in this reſpect, is this, that in ſimplicity 
and godly lincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the 
grace of God I have my converſation in the world. And 
ſincerely I may avow, that- the belief of theſe doctrines hath 
a quite contrary effect upon me. I moſt heartily defire, aim, 

endeavour, and pray to be enabled, to love God and keep 
his commandments, without partiality, and without hypo- 
criſy; and fo to demean myſelf as © by well doing to put to 
* filence the ignorance of fooliſh men.“ That I fall fo very 

far ſhort in every thing is not the effect of my new doctrines, 

but of my old depraved nature and deceitful heart.“ Create 

in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right ſpirit withs 

“in me!“ 
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Obſervations on the preceding narrative. 


M Y deſign in writing this account of myſelf, and my 
religious enquiries, and change of ſentiments, was this; 
I conſidered myſelf as a fingular inſtance of a very unlikely 
perſon, in an uncommon manner, being led on from one 
thing to another, to embrace a ſyſtem of doctrine which he 
once heartily deſpiſed. And as I do aſſuredly believe that 
this change hath been effected under the guidance and teach- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt; fo I verily hoped, that a circumſtan- 
tial relation of it might be an encouragement and comfort to 
thoſe who know and love the Lord, and from them levy a 
tribute of gratitude and praiſe to our gracious wonder-work- 
ing God: and that it alſo might be inſtrumental, by the convin- 
cing Spirit, to awaken others to a ſerious review of their re- 
ligions ſentiments; to put them upon the ſame earneſt en- 
quiry after the truth as it is in Jeſus; and to influence them 
to the diligent uſe of the ſame bleſſed means, in which the 
Lord directed me to be found. In order to forward this ef- 
fect I would offer a few obſervations upon what has been re- 
lated to the attentive and impartial confideration of the 
reader: and may the Lord guide both the writer and reader 
of theſe ſheets to the ſaving knowledge of himſelf, and of 
the ways of truth and peace! . 


I, I think it muſt be evident to every unprejudiced 
reader of this narrative, that at the time this change com- 
menced I waz, humanly ſpeaking, a moſt unlikely perſon to 
embrace this ſyſtem of doctrine. This will apppear from 
tte following conſiderations. 1 | 
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1. By reaſon of my religions opinions at that time, 
which had been for many years directly contrary thereto. 
Being always of a reflefting turn, I had exceedingly high 
notions of the powers of human reaſon, and a very favourable 
opinion of my own underſtanding: and I had, upon reaſon- 
ing principles, embraced a ſyſtem of religion, which, while 
it ſoothed my conſcience, flattered this ſelf conceit. After 
ſome trivial alterations, I ſeemed to myſelf, upon mature 
deliberation, to have come to a ſettied determination, and 
had beſtowed conſiderable pains in making myſelf acquainted 
with thoſe arguments, and interpretations of Scripture, 
wherewith that ſyſtem is uſually defended: and I had raked 
together many of thoſe plauſible objections, and high char- 
ges, which are by reaſoning men brought againſt the doc- 
trines and characters of the Calvinifs, But, on the other hand, 
I was in great meaſure a ſtranger to what the Catvinifs could 
fay for themſelves; becauſe I thought the matter too plain 
to bear an argument, and therefore did not think their anſ- 
wers worth reading. In ſhort, I was fallen ſo low, 
that very few have ever been recovered from that abyſs of 
error, into which I had been permitted to fink, Full of 
confidence in my cauſe, and in the arguments with which J 
was prepared to ſupport it, with the moſt ſanguine expecta- 
tions of ſucceſs, I was eager to engage in controverſy with 
the Calvinifls, In this confidence I frequently harangued 
againſt them from the pulpit, and ſpared not to charge upon 
them conſequences both abſurd and ſhocking. And yet at 
length after much, very much, anxious diligent enquiry, I 
have embraced, as the ſacred truths of God's unerring word, 
every doctrine of this deſpiſed ſyſtem. 


2. From my natural ſpirit and temper, I was a moſt un- 
likely perſon thus to change. Few perſons were ever more 
{H-ſefficient and pofitive in their opinions than I was. Fond 
to exceſs of entering into argument, I never failed on theſe 

800 occaſions 
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occaſions to betray this peculiarity of my character. I fetdom 
acknowledged or ſuſpected myſelf miſtaken; and ſcarcely 
ever dropped an argument, till either my reaſonings or 
obſtiuacy had filenced my opponent. A certain perſon once 
ſaid of me, that I was like a ſtone rolling down a hill, which 
could neither be ſtopped nor turned: this witneſs was true; 
but thoſe things which are impoſſible with man, are eaſy 


with God: I am evidently both ſtopped and turned: man I 


am perſuaded could not have done it; but this hath God 


wrought, and I am not more a wonder to others than to my- 


ſelf. - Indeed I carried the ſame obſtinate poſitive temper 
into my religious enquiries; for I never gave up one tittle of 
my ſentiments till I could defend it no longer, nor ever 
ſubmitted to conviction, till I could make no longer reſiſt- 
ance. The ſtrong man, armed with my natural pride and ob- 
ſtinacy, having with my vain imaginations and reaſon— 
ings, and high thoughts, built himſelf many ſtrong-holds, 
kept his caſtle in my heart; and, thus garriſoned, when once 
ſtronger than he came againſt him, he ſtood a long ſiege: 
till, being by ſuperior force. driven from one to another, 
and all his armour wherein he truſted being at length taken 
from him, he was conſtrained to recede. And the Lord 
having made me willing in the day of his power, I was 
forced to confeſs; © O Lord, thou art ſtronger than I, and 


* haſt prevailed. 


3. My ſituation in life rendered ſuch a change impro- 
bable. I had an encreaſing family, no private fortune, a 


narrow, precarious income, and no expectations, except 
frem ſuch friends as my conduct might procure, or con- 


tinue to me. I had unexpectedly contracted an acquaintance 


with ſome of thoſe, whoſe favour goes a.great way towards 
a man's advancement in life; nor was I inſenfible to the ad- 
vantages to be hoped for, from cultivating by a compliant 
-b<hayiour their kind and friendly regard to me; at the ſame 
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time TI was no ſtranger to the opinion, which the world en- 
tertains of thoſe who preach theſe diſreputable doctrines ; 
and could not but conclude, that embracing this ſyſtem af 
religion was a probable way of depriving myſelf of this proſ- 
pect of preferment. Had I not, therefore, as the reſult of 
my diligent enquiries, been affuredly convinced that it was 
my indiſpenſable duty to embrace and preach them, and 
that by ſo doing alone, I could enſure to myſelf the favour 
of a better friend, than any here below, —I ſnould have been 
deſtitute even of common ſenſe in having any thing to do 
with them. And yet, being aware all along how unfavour- 
able, according io human probability, it would prove to my 
worldly intereſts, at length I deliberately embraced 
them. | 


4. Nor was my regard to my character a trifling ſecurity 
againſt ſuch a change of ſentiment, I was ambitiouſly, and 
exceſſively fond of that honour, which cometh from man; 
and confidered the deſire, of praiſe as allowable, nay laud- 
able. By this motive was I urged on to a very diligent pro- 
ſecution of my ſtudies, even beyond what my natural incli- 
nation led me to; and my whole conduct was influenced by, 
my whole converſation tinctured with, this vain-glorious 
aim. On the other hand, with approbation and ſelf com- 
placency, I had been accuſtomed to hear the moſt contemp- 
tuous and opprobrious epithets, liberally beſtowed 
on thoſe perſons to whom I have now joined myſelf: and 
all along, as I verged nearer and nearer to Methodi/m, 1 was 
punfully ſenſible that I was drawing upon myſelf the ſame 
mortifying diſtinctions. I have been a vain-glorious candi- 
date for human applauſe; but I renounce ſuch pretenſions, 
and willingly ſubmit to be conſidered by the world, under 
the mortifying character of a ſilly, half-witted, crack-brained 
enthuſiaſt, Theſe epithets I am ſenſible, are now beſtowed 
upon me, behind my back, and very often to my face: I 

bleſs 
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bleſs Col this doth not move me, but I can heartily thank 
him, that I am counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his ſake, 
But when I ſaw this trial approaching, it appeared very for- 
midable; and I can truly affirm, that nothing but the fulleſt 
conviction that the cauſe in which I was embarking was 
the cauſe of God, — nothing, but not daring to act contrary 
to the plain dictates of my conſcience, could have influenced 
me-to make this ſacrifice of my character, and bring upon 
myſelf ſo much ſcorn and contempt. 


But (F.) to reaſon with our deſpiſers upon their own 
principles, upon ſuppoſition that I am now fallen into en- 
thuſtaſm, miſtake, - and ſtrong deluſion; I certainly was, 
when I firſt ſet out in this enquiry, a very unlikely perſon 
ſo to do. My leading reſolve was to ſearch for the truth 
diligently, and to embrace it wherever I found it, whatever 
it might coſt: no ſooner had I begun this enquiry, than I 
was called upon to give proof of the fincerity of this reſolu- 


tion; and, from a principle of conſcience, though a miſtaken 


one, I renounced my only proſpect of preferment; and it 
would be unreaſonable to queſtion my ſincerity, after it bad 
been thus evidenced. Since that time I have alſo deliber- 
ately ſacrificed my character, and hazarded the loſs of all 
my former friends. Giving theſe proofs of my integrity, I 
fet off in dependence on thoſe plain promiſes which I have 
mentioned: 1 have ſought for this defired knowledge of the 
truth mainly in reading the holy Scriptures, and by prayer 
for the promiſed teaching of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 
manner which hath been related; and am now led to con- 
eluſions diametrically oppoſite, to what I expected. Now 
lay all theſe things together, and attentively conſider them; 
and then let your own conſciences determine how far it is 
probable, that a perſon, in this manner ſeeking for the 
truth, ſhould be given over to a ſtrong deluſion to believe 2 
pernicious lye, 4 Would any of you that is a father, mY 
| on 
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* ſon aſked bread, give him a ſtone, or if he aſked a fiſt, 
* give him a ſerpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children; how much more thall 
« our heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to them, that aſk 
© him?” Can any man ſuppoſe, that after {ach repeated 
and continued pleadings of the expreſs promites of the Lord 
to this effect, in earneſt prayer, according to his appointment, 
I ſhould be likely to be delivered up to che teaching of the 
father of lies? Can any one make this concluhon without 
infinuation that God hath broken his promiles? winch is 
ſhocking to think of. In ſhort, you may make a jeſt of 
theſe things; you may throw by the book without giving 
any attention to an argument of this kind; or you may ſay, 
what you never can prove, that it is all a contrived ſtory; or 
you may argue, that theſe promiſes, though contained in 
the Bible, are not to be depended on by (ch is to give 
up the Scriptures to be fcoifed at by Aide and Atheiſts, 
and to render them uſeleſs to the humble, anxious eaquirer 
after truth and ſalvationz) but by no others means, I am al- 
ſured, can you account for this ſingle circumſtance, without 
allowing, that the ſubſtance of thoſe doctrines, that J have 
now embraced, 1s indeed contained in the word of God ; 
that they compriſe the truth as it is in Jeſus, and are not 
corrupted with any ſuch deluſion, as can hazard the ſalva- 
tion of my ſoul, or the ſouls of thoſe who by my miniſiry 
receive them. On this ſuppoſition all difficulties vaniſh. 
The Lord had given me a fincere defire to know the ſaving 
docrine of the goipel; and, though I was excecdingly igno- 
rant, obſtinate, and prejudiced, yet this deſire having, by 
his providential direction, led me to the word of God, and 
influenced me to ſeek his teaching by prayer, God was faith- 
ful to his own promiſes, and it was an example of his own 
words, * every one that aſketh receiveth, and he that 
« ſeeketh findeth,” My fincerity in ſeeking the trut:, evi- 
denced by the ſacrifice I made to my conſcience, was ſuffici- 
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ent to convince any perſon, who is converſant and experien- 
ced in the things of God, that, as my friend foretold, thi- 
ther would all my enquiries lead me, in that would they all 
finally centre. And could I be aſſured, beloved reader, 
whoever thou art, that thou waſt as fincerely deſirous to 
know the truth, as I then was, and as heartily reſolved to 
embrace it wherever thou didſt find it, and whatever it 


ſhould coſt thee; had J alſo affurance, that in a beheving 


dependance on theſe promiſes, thou waſt diligently, and 
from day to day, in the ſtudy of the word of God and 


prayer, ſeeking the accompliſhment thereof unto thy ſoul; 
_ -4 would as confidently foretel, that, as to thoſe things 


which I now regard as eſſential to ſalvation, and, if thou 
haſt the ſouls of others committed to thee, as to what is 
needful for thy uſefulneſs in the miniſtry, thou wouldſt be 
brought in time to theſe ſame concluſions, whatever thy 
preſent religious ſentiments may be. May the Lord give 
thee true ſincerity, and incline thine heart to try the experi- 
ment! | 


I am aware that many will object to what J have urged 
under this head as being too confident; and as urged by 
men of contrary religious ſentiments, cach in behalf of his 
own ſyſtem: and, as I would neither wiſh by vain controverty 
to be detained from more profitable employments, nor yet 
to leave any material and plauſible objection in force againſt 
what I have afferted, I hope the reader will excuſe my ob- 
viating this beforehand. In anſwer, therefore, to thoſe who 
may deem me too confident 1n this argument, I would only 
intreat them impartially and carefully to confider the limi- 


tations with which on every hand it is guarded ; and then 


to enquire whether in any other way, than that which hath 
been mentioned, he can account ſor this circumſtance; that is, 
ſuppoſing this narrative true,) for which the appeal is to the 


| heart-ſearching God ;)and ſuppoſing the promiſes mentioned, 
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to be propoſed to us, that we miglKt embrace, depend on, 
and plead them in prayer; considering the glory of the 
divine veracity as concerned in their accompliſhment to every 
believer, and then try whether you poſſibly can evade one 
of theſe seconclufions :— either God hath failed of his 
promiſe— or he hath in the main, and as far as is expreſſed, 
led the author by his holy Spirit to the knowledge ard 
belief of the truth. To the 2d argument, taken from 
experience, I anſwer, 1. that it is not fact: many preten- 
ders to fincerity and candour will without hefitation con- 
demn, as enthuſiaſtical, ſuch a reliance on, and confidence in, 
theſe promiſes, and this way of ſearching for truth: and it 
is plain they do not ſeek truth in that manner which they 
condemn in others. Many others, perhaps, thghtly mention 
theſe matters, but they will not endure to be cloſely queſti- 
oned: they are conſcious that they have not ſought the 


truth in this manner, and therefore they evade ſuch difcourſe, - 


as perſonal. 2dly. I anſwer, that the writings of many pre- 
tended enquirers after truth evidently ſhow that they ex- 
pect to find it, not by truſting the Lord with all their heart, 
alking wiſdom of him, or ſeeking in the word of God, and 
by prayer to be taught of him, but by leaning to their own 
underſtanding; by reſting the argument on philoſophical 
reaionings ; by backing it with the authority of this or that 
renowned name; and ſupporting their concluſions by bold 
and perplexing criticifms, and interpretations of Scripture. 
Hence ſo many daring appeals from revelation to reaſon 
and philoſophy : hence ſuch and ſo many objections brought 
againſt doctrines plainly revealed in God's word (if lau- 
guage hath any determinate meaning); and ſo many conſe - 
quences charged upon theſe doctrines, with a deſign to inva- 
lidate their divine authority ; as if being made, by every art 
of ingenuity, to have the ſhow of unreaſonableneſs, were ſuſ- 
ficient to prove the plaineſt revelation of God's holy Spirit a 
falſchood ; hence ſuch liberty in interpretation and criticiſm, 
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taken with the word of God, as the learned would never 
eudure in interpreting or criticiting upon Virgil or Horace, 
Theſe things prove that ſuch perſons are ſtrangers to that 


earneſt, hearty, ſincere defire to know the truth, Which 


brings the enquirer to an humble willingneſs to be taught of 
God, and, in ſubmiſſion of underſtanding, to ſeek wiſdom 


from his word and Spirit. And 3dly. It is evident, that many 


pretenders to this ſincere deſire to know the truth, are not 
troubled with ſuſpicions that they are, or can be, wrong, 
They have made up their minds before they begin their en- 
quiries: and therefore you will not find them willing to make 
the leaſt conceſſion, but, in the management of the contro- 
veriy, refolved to vindicate, and contend for, every tittle, 
wading through thick and thin (ſo to ſpeak) to make good 
their cauſe ; and, where arguments fail, to make uſe of the 
other arts of controverſy, with which ſkill in the manage- 
ment of their weapons, and anger againſt their opponents, 
can fupply them. Where a cauſe is maintained in this man- 
ner, you may eaſily underſtand that there is none of that 
earneſt deſire of learning the truth, and that anxious fear of 
niſtaking it, or of that diſtruſt of ſelf, and thoſe doubts con- 
cerning our preſent knowledge and belief, which conſtitute 
that ſincerity which leads the enquirer to the word and Spirit 
of God for direction and teaching. Lay theſe things toge- 
ther, and they will, on ſcriptural grounds, cut off many con- 
fident pretenders to ſincerity from their claims, as entirely, 
as they exclude Arras and Caiaphas, and the chief pricits, 
Scribes, and Phari/ces, from being fincere enquirers into the 
truth of the Old Teſtament; —when, in ſupport of their own 
authority and reputation, and influenced by pride and 
anger, they, under colour of their law, put to death him 
of whom Mo/*s and the prophets did write, even 7% oi 
Nazareth, the Son of God. And as to men of another 
ſpirit, who appear fincere, humble, and willing to be taught 


of God, in their enquiy after truth, but do not entirely 
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agree with what has been laid down, as my view of the 


troch— 1 would only wiſh them to- obſerve the diſtinction 
eſtabliſhed between fome and others of theſe doctrines, 
Such perſons do not, I dare ſay, materially differ from tha: 
which has been mentioned as neceflary to ſalvation: and 
therefore, as I allow that they may have been in the main 
taught of God, ſo I only require the ſame allowance; anc! 
that it may be ſuppoſed that the ſaine God, who according 
to his promiſe hath led both, as far as needful to falvation, 
in the ſame way, has in other things left us to differ, for th« 
mutual exercite of candour and forbearance; till that time: 
when we ſhall know even as we are known, 


Lay theſe things impartially together, conſider my former 
ſentiments on religious ſubjects ; my ſelf-:ufficiency and poſi- 


tiveneſs in my opinions; my worldly intereſt and character 


both to appearance at ſtake; my fincerity in my religious 
enquiries thus evidenced: and then, ſuppole iny preſent 
ſentiments to be enthuſiaſm, and pernicious deluſion, and 
will it not be evident to your own conſciences, that I was a 
moſt unlikely perſon to fall into them ? 


IT. In the ſecond place I would obſerve, that this chan ge 
in my ſentiments was very gradual. 


When any perſon ſuddenly changes his religious opinions 
for others very different from them, it is no inconſiderable 
evidence of a changeable and fickle diſpoſition: it giveg 
cauſe to ſuſpect that he was not well eſtabliſhed in his former 
ſentiments; that he had taken them upon truſt, and was a 
ſtranger to the arguments wherewith they might be defend- 
ed, and to the objections which might be urged againſt 
them. If worldly intereſt, reputation, or conveniency ſeem 
to favour the change, there is room for a preſumption that 
theſe had an undue influence upon him : if not, it may be 
inſinuated that he was deluded with ſpecious appearances; 
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that he did not allow himſelf time to weigh the arguments 
pro und con; that he had only changed one ſet of notions 
for another, without having duly conſidered either fide. 
Such objections may reaſonably be made, and the conſe- 
quences of ſuch precipitate changes too often juſtify them. 
But though T was always, and ſtill am, of an headlong, im- 
petuous ſpirit in other things; and when once I have purpo- 
ſed, can have no reſt from inceſſant agitation of mind till 
I have accompliſhed ; yet in this particular I acted contrary 
to my natural temper. Indeed, at firſt, J did in ſome in- 
ſtances too much betray my impetuoſity: but at that time I 
acted not in the character of an enquirer, but in full confi- 
dence that I was pleading the cauſe of truth, and had no 
more thought of becoming what the world calls a Metbodiſt, 
than of- turning Mahometan: and after that firſt hurry was 
over, though commonly in earnſte, and ſometimes in confi- 
derable perturbation of mind, I was outwardly calm and 
ſatisfied; being generally enabled to believe that, if I were 
in any thing at preſent miſtaken, I ſhould ſome time be 


guided to the truth. My determination to ſet about this 


enquiry proceeded not ſo much from anxious fears about my 
own ſoul, as from a deep ſenſe, impreſſed upon my heart, 
of the importance of my miniſtry, and the worth of the ſouls 
committed to my charge, and of the awful account to be 
given of them: and as I all along beſtowed ſome pains in 
inſtructing them in what I believed to be the truth, I was 
preſerved thereby from any diſcompoſing fears, or undue 
diſquictude of mind. I fat down very coolly to ſearch for 
the truth, I proceeded very gradually, and with extreme 
eaution; I took no one opinion upon truſt; I gave up none 
of my ſentiments, until the arguments wherewith I had 
Jearned to defend them were convincingly anſwered; nor 


did I admit any new articles into my creed, till either every 


objection was obviated, or I was preſſed on the gther hand 


with ſuch as were ſtill more unanſwerable. Much, very much 
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prayer and meditation preceeded every change of ſentiment; 
and'I was nearly three years, from the- beginning of my en- 
quiry, before I came to a determination what was truth. 
So long, deliberately, and ſtep by ſtep, I examined the pre- 
miſes, before I finally proceeded to draw my concluſion. I 
perceive much cauſe to be aſhamed of my unteachable tem- 
per; for with ſuch opportunities as were afforded me, if E 
had improved them, I might have been led to the knowledge 
and belief of the ſame truths in much leſs time. But the 
Lord, I truſt, led me in this way, and left me thus far to 
my own natural pride of heart; that it might more evident- 
ly appear, that I received not my doctrines from man, but 
that indeed, in the firſt inſtance, 1 learned them from the 
word and Spirit of God. 


III. Thirdly, I would obferve, that as I changed my re- 
ligious views deliberately, ſo I did it without any teaching 
from the perſons to whoſe ſentiments I have now acceded. 
For a conſiderable time after the commencement of my en- 
quires, I would not ſo much as read what they had to urge 
in their own behalf: I entered indeed into a correſpondence 
with Mr.—, but my intention was not to learn from him, 
but to diſpute with him, which, when he waved, I dropt 
the correſpondence, and utterly neglected his letters, as not 
conſidering them worth a reperuſal. From that time I 
avoided his company, and all the time I would not hear him 
preach. + I would not be underſtood to infinuate, that Mr.— 
has not been ufeful to me: he has been, and continues to 
be, eminently ſo; and I continually fee great caule to blefs 
God for giving me ſuch a friend, to be ſo near at. hand on 
all occaſions, But this I affuredly believe, that had I never 
feen him after the time that his example had put me upon 
conſidering my conduct, I ſhould have arrived at the ſame 
views of goſpel truth which I now have. His uſefulneſs to 
me has all along been in thoſe matters wherein we were 
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in ſome meaſure agreed, not in thoſe wherein we differed; 
for in theſe my proud heart ſcorned to have him for a 
teacher, 


At the ſame time, though I had the offer of ſeveral books 
written by Diſenters, and Methodi/fs, I declined them; and 
did not, for nearly two years, peruſe any of them with ſuffici- 
ent attention to recollect any thing of conſequence in them · 
{ ſay not this, as lighting theſe books; juſtice requires me 
to acknowledge, that many of them, which then I ignorantly 
deſpiſed, contain as ſolid, judicious, and excellent divi- 
nity, as hath been penned fince the Apoftles* days. But LI 
did not get my ſyſtem from them, for that was nearly com- 
pleted before I was prevailed upon to read them. My 
Uudies, beſides the Bible, were mainly confined to authors 
of allowed reputation in the Church of England, ſeveral of 
which I have mentioned. Wherein they differed from each 
other, (as certainly T:/lot/on and Hooker ;, Fortin and Beweriage ; 
Bull and Hall do differ very much indeed) I endeavoured 
to judge for myſelf, comparing all of them with the word 
of God, and with the articles, homilies, and liturgy of the 
Church of England: and from ſuch authors thus compared, 
as far as the writings of uninſpired men have been inſtrumen- 
tal to this change, 1 have received the greateſt part of my 
preſent opinions. 


But let it be obſerved, that the further theſe ſtreams are 
traced upward, towards the fountain of the bleſſed reforma- 
tion, the purer they flow, according to my preſent judges 
ment: and I have no doubt but I could, were I to go 
about it with proper helps, prove undeniably that there is 
nothing material preached by me, under the ſcandal of Me- 
thodiſtical, which was not preached by thoſe excellent per- 


ſons, who, having laid the foundation of our church-eſta» 
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of the truths they taught. It is much to be wiſhed that 
their lives, and diſcourſes, living and dying, and their re- 
maining writings, were more generally known amongſt us, 
and did not remain locked up from the world, in. large 
folios, in the learned languages, or in books out of prints 
or exceedingly ſcarce: the effect of which is, that the mem- 
bers of our national church are in general utterly ignorant 
of it's ſtandard doctrines, and ignorantly brand thoſe as 


, Methodifts and Enthufia/fs, who preach. zealouſly the very 


doctrines of the firſt Reformers. 


TV. In the 4th place, I would obſerve the- great influ 
ence which the ſtudy of the. Scriptures had in producing 
this change. 


We are too apt without careful examination to take 
things for granted; and to collect our ſcheme of divinity 
from other authors, and only to fetch from the Scriptures 
a few detached texts which appear to countenance our pre- 


conceived opinions; neglecting, or very ſlightly conſidering, 


ſuch parts of the word of God as ſeem incapable of being 
made uſe of to our purpoſe: we are too prone, in availing 


ourſelves of the labours of critics and expoſitors, to reſign. 


up ourſelves implicitly to their guidance, and to imagine 


that we have proof enough of our doctrines, if we can pro- 
duce the ſanction of ſome great name, which has eſpouſed. 


and maintained them, without carefully examining whether 
they be right or wrong: but this is to pay that deference to. 
the human interpretation, which is only due to the divine 
book commented upon. We miniſters eſpecially, though 
at ordination we ſolemnly promiſe to turn all our ſtudies, as 
much as may be, into this channel, are very apt to ſuffer 
our time, and thoughts to be engroſſed with ſuch ſtudies and 
employments, as are foreign thereto, interfere therewith, 


and leave at moſt but a ſecondary attention for the ſtudy of - 
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the word of God. Hence it comes to paſs that frequently 


we do not beſtow ſo much pains in meditating upon the 
Bible, and in comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, one 


Scripture with another, with what we experience in our own 


hearts, and what we hear and ſee in the world around us, 
as we do about matters of far leſs conſequence, So that 
probably ſhould we at any time fit down to a diligent exami- 
nation of the whole word of God, we ſhould find it a very 
different book than we expected: thus at leaſt it has been 
with me, and poſſibly it may be ſo with others. 


The word of God informs us that true wiſdom, the 
ſaving, practical, and experimental knowledge of divine 
things, is not to be acquired without earneſt and diligent 
ſeeking : (Prov. ii, 1—6) My ſon, if thou wilt receive 
«my words, and hide my commandments with thee; fo 
that thou mcline thine ear unto wiſdom, and apply thine 
heart to underſtanding; yea, if thou crieſt after knowledge, 
« and lifteth up thy voice for underſtanding; if thou ſeekeſt 
her as filver, and ſearcheſt for her, as for hid treaſures ; 
« then ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of the Lord, and find 
«the knowledge of God.” If then our wifdom has been 
acquired without any of that eager deſire after, and painful 
diligence in ſeeking, it, with which the covetous man deſires, 
and ſeeks for his riches; it is a ſhrewd conjecture, that it is 
not of the genuine ſort. Once I had in my own eſteem a 
ſort of wiſdom, which ſeemed to offer itſelf to me ſpontane- 
ouſly, and to be found with little ſeeking. But now I am 


perſuaded it was but a counterfeit; a fair-ſeeming pernicious 
fooliſhneſs. $8 


But that, which I now eſteem to be true wiſdom, if I 
could but attain unto it, is not to be acquired in ſo eaſy a 
manner. When I firſt began to defire and ſeek after this 
wiſdom, I ſet out with the aſſurance, that it was to be found 
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in the Holy Scriptures, and no where elſe; theſe alone being 
able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. I therefore conſidered 
myſelf engaged to make them my ſtudy: and as the whole 
was given by inſpiration from God, and was all declared to 
be profitable for ſome purpoſe or other, according to the 
various ends which the Holy Spirit defigned therein; ſo I 
made the whole my ſtudy, without picking and chooſing, 
Thus I learned to look upon the Bible as my book of inſtruc- 
tions, given me along with my miniſterial truſt by my Lord 
and Maſter; that from thence I was to draw all my doctrines, 
inſtructions, and admonitions, warnings, examples, rules of 
duty, motives to duty, and encouragement therein: and 1 
alſo conſidered it to be the believer's charter of privileges, 
containing excceding great and precious promiſes, and the 
whole of that which God ſaw fit to reveal concerning thoſe 
unſpeakable and inconceivable good things, which he hath 
of his infinite mercy prepared for them, that love him. In 
order therefore faithfully to declare my meſſage from the 
Lord Almighty to the ſouls of men, I found it indiſpenſably 
needful to be well acquainted with every part, and to take 
the word of God myſelf, as well as propoſe it to others, as 
the lantern of my feet, and the light of my paths. And not 
only to attend to the letter, but alſo to the true meaning, 
the mind of the Spirit of God therein, This I found to be 
a work that required much time, great diligence, mature 
conſideration, and an unbiaſſed, unprejudiced mind. 


With this view of the matter partly obtained, and con- 
tinually more and more unfolding itſelf to my mind, I ſtudi- 
ed the word of God, and have now for near four years em- 
ployed a very conſiderable part of my time therein, neither 
rejecting, nor greatly depending upon, the aſſiſtance of inter» 
preters, TI all along fincerely defired to know the truth, and 
for that end read the Scriptures, not as the, word of man, 
but as the word of God, And though there have- been ſea- 
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part, with the ſtricteſt attention T was capable of. 
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ſons of remiſſneſs, when other employments and ſtudies too 
much interfered with this main bufineſs: and though at firit 
I was very far from an unbiaſſed mind, being blindly and 
obſtinately prejudiced againſt thoſe doctrines, which I now 
believe to be the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; — yet within 
that ſpace I have read the Bible ſeveral times over, in every 
There 
are very few paſſages, which relate to doctrine, that I have 
not repeatedly and diligently examined, comparing one with 
another, with all the care and confideration I could; and [ 
ſeldom ever ceaſed meditating on any portion of Scripture, 
until I had attained to ſome ſatisfying concluſion concerning 
it's true meaning, and agreement with other Scriptures. I 
may truly ſay I have filled reams of paper with religious 
diſcuſſions, with ſermons, expoſitions, and letters; in all 
which I ranſacked the Bible, to bring as much Scripture evi- 
dence for my direction as poſſible. For theſe laſt two years 
I have ſcarcely opened a book except upon religious ſubjects, 
and from morning till night, nearly every day, all this while, 
my thoughts inceſſantly have been employed in meditation 
upon the great truths of the goſpel. Every difficulty and 
objection (and difficulties and objections both from my own 
meditations, and in the courſe of my reading, continually 
crouded upon my mind) ſent me to the word of God, and 
increaſed my care and attention in examining and weighing 
every text of Scripture, reſpecting the point in queſtion, be- 
fore I exchanged my old opinion for a new one. 


Thus I may truly ſay I have ſought in the word of 
God ( that field in which alone this precious treaſure hes 
hid) for wiſdom, for the ſaving knowledge of divine things, 
as for ſilver, and fearched for her as for hid treaſures. And 


though I am ſenſible that, compared with many with 


whom I have perſonal acquaintance, and ſtill more whoſe 
works I read, my knowledge of the Scriptures is ſuperficial, 
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the knowledge of a child, of a mere novice in the ſchool 
of Chriſt, —yet I truſt that, as far as relates to the leading 
truths cf the goſpel, according to the promiſe 1 am brought 


to underſtand the fear of the Lord, and have found the 


knowledge of God- And permit me, beloved reader, to 
put thee in remembrance, that until thou haſt, with ſome 
good * meaſure of this diligence, ſtudied the whole word 
of God, thou runneſt very great hazards in paſſing judge- 
ment upon men and doctrines : be cautious what thou doeſt; 
let theſe men quite alone, until thou hait imitated the con- 
duct ot the noble Nerearns; and thoroughly, and with unbiaſſed 
mind, examined and meditated upon, by the whole word of 
God; to ſce- whether the things they believe and teach 
be ſo or no. Leſt otherwiſe it ſnould come to pats (as pro- 
bably it will) that in oppoling and condemning them, 
thou ſnouldſt be found to fight againſt God. And Oh that 
the Lord would hear and grant my requeſt, and by his Holy 
Spirit powerfully incline the hearts of all who reid theſe 
ſheets, according to their leiſure, ſtation in hte, obligations, 
and opportunities, thus attentively to read their Bibles ; 
not as the word of men, but as the word of God tm [elt, 


ſpeaking from heaven, and unto them, and concerns the 


everlaſting intereſts of their precious, and immorta! tus. 
Be the adviſer what he will, deſpiſed, and deſerving to be 
deſpiſed, as a Merhodiff, the advice is undoubtedly good; 
advice I ſhall have no occaſion to repent having thus given 
you, at the folemn hour of death, and the awful day of 
judgement; advice, which, at thoſe approaching ſeaſons, none 
of you will repent having followed; though it ſhould di- 
vert you from more amuſing, and at this day more repu- 
table, ſtudies, or engroſs that time which you have been 
accuſtomed to devote to more pleaſurable and faſhionable 
employments; but which, neglected, will be an additional 
ting in every conſcience, through all the countleſs ages 
of eternity. 

And 
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And Oh that they, to whom the chief Shepherd hath 
committed the care of precious ſouls, and at whoſe hands 
he will aſſuredly require every one that periſhes through 
their default, would take in good part this exprethon of 
the very affectionate defire of my foul both in behalf of 
them, and their flocks, in dropping theſe hints concern- 
ing their peculiar obligations, to devote much of their time 
to the attentive unbiaſſed ſtudy of the word of God, that 
infigately beſt, but often leaſt ſtudied, of all books. What 
ayails it, that the miniſters of the everlaſting goſpel ſhould 
be learned claſſical ſcholar, profound philoſophers, metaphy- 
ficians, and mathematicians, expert logicians, or adorned 
with the knowledge of the politer ſciences— if they are unac- 
quainted, or but ſuperficially acquainted, with the ſacred Scrip- 
tures? Theſe other branches of literature may amuſe and en- 
tertain them, may procure them preferment, reputation, re- 
ſpe, and favour,—but it is the knowledge of the Bible, 
which alone can enable them in ſuch a manner to attend 
to themſelves, and to their doctrine, as ſhall iſſue in the 
everlaſting ſalvation of their own ſouls, and the fouls 
committed to their care, Far be it from me to preſume 
to lay down my opinions as the ſtandard of docti ines 
or a rule for the faith, and preaching of my brethren in 
this favoured miniſtry, But the more obſcure I am, the 
leſs objection can there reaſonably be againſt my jul 


| hinting to them, that if any one ſhould find this ſubject 


manifeſt itſelf to his conſcience, and make him ſenſible 
that verily he hath been faulty in this matter, and hath 
been attending to other employments, and ſtudying other 
books more than the word of God; then poſſibly he may 
be miſtaken in his ſentiments concerning the doctrine of 
the goſpel, and being miſtaken himſelf, may be miſlead- 
ing others, to the endangering of their immortal fouls: 
for he cannot be certain, but that ſhould he employ ſome 


years in this ſingle ſtudy, (which its importance well de. 
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ſerves) he may find the Bible a very different book than 
he expected. | 


V. I would obſerve the influence which prayer ap- 
pears to have had in effecting this change. 


I am aware that the world, though called Chrifar, 
is come to ſuch a paſs, that the very mention of this 
ſubject in many companies is accounted ill manners, 
or even received with ridicule; and that being known 
to live a life of prayer and communion with God is alone 
ſufficient to denominate any perſon a Methodi7, However it 
is ſcarce needful to ſay how full the word of God is 
of precepts, inſtructions, exhortations, invitations, promiſes, 
and examples to this effect: he never read his Bible, who 
knows not this; nor can any man, under any pretence, 
make a jeſt of this great duty and privilege of a belicver, 
without pouring centempt upon the Holy Scriptures, and 
inſulting the brighteſt characters therein propoſed to us as 
examples, not excepting the Lord Jeſus himſelf, Let men 
therefore, under the profeſſion of Chri/fianity, be as irreli- 
gious and profane as they pleaſe, I ſhall not be aſhamed 
to ſpeak upon fo unfaſhionable a topic: for, if the word 
of God be true, he never knew any thing as he ought to 
know, never believed, never repented, never performed one 
duty aright in his life, who hath not ſought all his wiſ- 
dom knowledge, faith, repentance, and ſuſficiency for obe- 
dience, from God, by fervent, inſtant, perſevering prayer. 
Time was, even fince I had ſouls committed to my care 
that I lived in the neglect of this duty, and fo,-without God 
in the world; but fince, through his forbearance and mercy, 
I have been in earneſt about the ſalvation of my own ſoul 
and their's, I have not been left to do ſo.— However, it is 


not my intent to ſpeak any further on this ſubje& than 


relates to the matter in hand. 
1 The 
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The word of God promiſes the Holy Spirit to them that 
aſk him; he is the Spirit of truth; leads into all truth; tea- 
ches all things; and ſearches and reveals the deep things 
of God. The leading promiſe” to the church is, ( //aia» 
liv. f3.) that “all her children ſhall be ta vg of 
„ the Lord.“ Referring thereto, Chriſt hath dec la red 
(Job vi. 44, 45.) that none can come unto him, except, 
he be drawn of the Father, and taught of God. And St. 
Paul adds, (t Cor. ii. 14.) © the natural man re- 
* ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
& fooliſhneſs to him; neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” The natural man (Lying) 
is explained, in Jude, by not having the Spirit; which is 
evidently the apoſtle's meaning in this paſſage; for in 
the preceding verſe he declares that he preached the goſ- 
pel, “not in words which man's wiſdom teacheth, but 
„which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpiritual 
& things with ſpiritual.” On theſe grounds I concluded 
that man's natural underſtanding could not - ſpiritually 
or profitably receive the knowledge of revealed myſteries, 
unleſs it were enlightened by the Holy Spirit. I learned, 
alſo, that our eyes may be blinded by Satan, the god and 
prince of this world; and our underſtandings cloſed, and 
a veil be upon our hearts, when we read the word of 
God; in which caſe the. letter of the ſcriptures, without 
the Spirit, only killeth. Hence the need of our under- 
ſtandings being opencd, to underitand the Scriptures ; 
(for want of which the plaineſt diſcourſes of our Lord 
to his diſciples, concerning his ſufferings, death, and reſur- 
rection, were hid from them, and they underſtood them 
not:) and of the veil being taken from our hearts; for 
vant of which the Jus in reading the Old Teftament can- 
not underſtand the plaineſt declarations of Moſes, and the 
prophets, concerning their promiſed Saviour, I was 
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taught, alſo, that true wiſdom was the gift of God, and 
to be aſked of him, by every one who would be wile 
unto falvation: that © the ſecret of the Lord is with 


them that fear him: and that thoſe, who receive not the 


love of the truth, that they may be faved, are given 
* over to a ſtrong deluſion to believe a lie: that they 
might all be damned, who believe not the truth, but 
have pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs.“ (2 77%. ji. 1012.) 


On theſe grounds, and depending upon the promiſes and 
invitations ſo plentifully interſperſed throughout the Scrip- 
tures, when I began to enquire after the truth, I began 
allo to cry unto the Lord for his guidance therein: and, 
as my mind became more engaged, and my dificultice, 
in extricating myſelf from the labyrinths of controverſy, 
increaſed, I became more and more earneſt, conftant, 
and particular, in making my requeſts known unto God. 
My conſtant prayer to the Lord was, to be delivered from 
pride and prejudice, blindneſs of heart, contempt of the 
truth, obſtinacy, enthuſiaſm, 1gnorance, and error: that 
the Lord would give me wiſdom and knowledge; guide 
me to the truth as it is in Jeſus; open my underitand- 
ing; take away the veil from my heart; and make known 
unto me the way of ſalvation which is revealed to ſin- 
ners in his holy word, Thus waiting upon the Lord, 
according to his own appointment, depending upon, and 
pleading, his promiſes from day to day, I was led from 
one thing to another, until my view of religious truth was 
totally changed, — This I moſt firmly believe to have 
been by the promiſed teaching of the Spirit of truth, 
powerfully enlightening my mind, opening t! . Scriptures, 
and, by diſpelling the clouds of error and prejudice, en— 


abling me to receive the truth therein contained, 


But, though I am not aſhamed of declaring my deſire 
of living a life of prayer, and communion with God, vet L 
I 2 have 
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have no intention, in ſpeaking thus publicly on ſuch a ſubject, 
but to advance his glory, and forward the falyation of ſouls. 


As in his preſence, I declare that I haye prayed over many 
of the moſt intereſting paſſages of Scripture, chapter by 


chapter, and often verſe by verſe, with the moſt anxious 


dread of rejecting or miſtaking the truth, or embracing 
a falſchood; and with the moſt earneſt deſire of knowing 
what that doctrine was which Jeſus and his apoſtles taught, — 
In the fight of God, I am ſenſible, I have abundant cauſe to 
be humbled, and aſhamed of my frequent remiſſneſs in, and 
the continual defilements of, my prayers: but, as ſurely as I 
believe his promiſe to be faithful, as ſurely as I believe him 
to be a God that heareth prayers,—ſo ſurely do I believe 
that fleſh and blood hath not revealed to me the doctrines I 
now preach, but God himſelf, by his Holy Spirit, 


Reader, whoever thou art, if thy conſcience teſtify that 
thou haſt hitherto lived in the neglect of this important duty, 
or in the formal, lifeleſs, unmeaning performannce of it with 
thy lips, while thy heart hath been diſengaged, and thy 
thoughts allowedly wandering to the ends of the earth; if 
thou haſt not been accuſtomed by fervent prayer to ſeek wiſ- 
dom from God by his teaching Spirit ; if thou knoweth not 
what it is to exerciſe faith upon the promiſes pointed out to 
thee, nor to plead them in prayer to a promiſe keeping God; 
if all thy knowledge of divine things hath been acquired by 
leaning to thy own underſtanding; if in reading the Scrip- 
tures thou haſt looked more to learned critics, commentators, 
and expoſitors, than to the illuminating Spirit of God, ſought 
in humble prayer, to open thy underſtanding, to take the veil 
from thine heart, and to give thee that wiſdom which is from 
Hove, then be as ſure, as the word of God is true, and we 
are concerned in it, that thou art in the wrong, that the light 
that is in thee is darkneſs, andthat thou knoweſt nothing yet 
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as thou oughteſt to know. May the Lord effectually incline 
thine heart to take a contrary courſe, and to ſeek wiſdom, 
where alone it can be found, from the Lord, the Father of 
Lights, and the giver of every good and perfect gift, who 
hath invited thee to aſk, that it may be given thee ! 


VI. I would obſerve, that there is nothing in this Narra- 
rative, which can reaſonably be condemned as enthufraſm, 


It is allowed that there is ſach a thing as ; that 
it is a frequent attendant on religious zeal; that in ſome of 
its operations it is a grievous evil, (I ſpeak of the faulty 
enthufiaſm;) in all, attended with many inconveniencies; 
and that it ought very carefully to be guarded againſt by 
every religious profeſſor, and zealous preacher. It would 
alſo be in vain to pretend that the late revivals of religion, 
which have been indiſcriminately ſtigmatized with the name 
of Methodiſm, have been, in opinion and practice, entirely free 
from enthuſiaſm. What revivals of religion ever were free 
from ſuch ſcandals? where the Lord ſows his good feed, 
there the enemy will be ſure to ſcatter his tares,—It muſt be 
confeſſed that ſome of the moſt eminent inſtruments in this 
work, whoſe names, when prejudice ſhall vaniſh, will be 
handed down with honour, as burning an! ſhining lights, to 
the lateſt periods of the church, have by the greatneſs of 
their zeal, through human frailty, been betrayed into ſenti- 
ments, expreſſions, and deportment, in ſome inſtances, juſtly 
to be cenſured as enthuſiaſtical; of which their enemies have 
not failed ſufficiently to avail themſelves.—But whatever in- 
diſcretions and miſtakes particular perſons, who have preached 
theſe doctrines, may have fallen into, this doth not, in the 
judgement of candid and impartial perſons, in the leaſt affect 
the general cauſe, or prove the doctrines erroneous, We 


would not contcnd for the credit of individuals, or the in. 
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of the eſtabliſned Church of Zngland. Thefe will contmue 
true and important, though many of thoſe, who have zea- 
louſly and ſucceſsfully preached them, may have juſtly 
incurred the charge of enthuſiaſm. All that I would intimate 
is this; that a man may be led to the belief of thoſe doc- 
trines, which are branded as Methodiſtical, in a way of ſober, 
rational enquiry ; and zealouſly preach them without being 
an enthufiaſt. 


It would be very well if ſome of thoſe, who ſo readily 
accuſe whole bodies, of apparently religious perſor , of en- 
thufiaſm, would favour us with their determinate definition of 
an enthufiaſi, In its original meaning the word has a very 
favourable ſenſe, and implies that, by a dia ine influence upon 
the ſoul, a man is filled with an ardour and warmth of zeal 
in the cauſe he is engaged in,—Now it is good to be zealouſly 
affected always in a good thing, and, if our ardour of foul be 
from the Spirit of God, according to the revealed will of God, 
and for the glory of God, it is the nobleſt, moſt defirable, 
moſt heavenly, and moſt beneficial, exertion of the human 
mind.—In every thing but religion, an ardour, deſcribed by 
the term enthuſiaſm, is allowed and commended : a poetical, 
a military, a patriotic enthuſiaſm, even when they carry men 
beyond the ſtrict bounds of cold reaſonings and exact pru- 
dence, fail not to meet with admirers. Our zeal may be 
fervent in every thing without cenſure, unleſs we be 
zealous for the glory of God, and the ſalvation of immortal 
jouls. But there is an enthuſiaſm of this ſorty which forms 
the higheſt elevation, and the nobleſt effort of the human 
ſoul. Such an enthuſiaſm animated the Apoſite Paul, in all his 
ſelf-denying labours and ſufferings, and filled, (under the 
guicarc? of the Holy Ghoſt) his writings, with ſuch ardent 
zeal {or the honour of his dear Saviour, and affedtion for the 
zouls of men: ſuch an enthuſiaſm he expreſſes, when he ſays, 


(2 Cor. v. 13, 14) © Whether we be beice ourſelves 
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it is to God, or whether we be ſober, it is for your cauſe; 
& for the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us.“ Of ſuch an enthu- 
ſiaſm as this I wiſh I were far more guilty. But, on the other 
hand, there is danger of a conterfeit, pernicious enthuſiaſm; 
and about that we arc now enquiring. Now I apprehend, 
that in order to conſtitute this culpable enthuſiaſm, ſome one 
or more of the following things muſt appear: either the ar- 
dour of ſoul, which is excited, muſt proceed from a heated 
imagination, or from a delufion of Satan, inſtead of being 
produced by a divine influence; or the cauſe in which this 
ardour is employed muſt be the cauſe of ſelf and error, inſtead 
of the cauſe of God and truth; or it muſt exert itſelf in un- 
juſtifiable meaſures and practices. But if our ardour of mind 
be warranted by the word of God, if it do not tend to the 
diſhonour of God, and if it be confined in its exerciſe to the 
rules and precepts of the word of God, how intenſe ſoever it 
may be, I can ſee no cauſe to cenſure it; unleſs men can be 
too zealous for the glory of God, and theſalvation of ſouls, 


But whatever be the diſtinguiſhing criterion of enthuſiaſm, 

I ſuppoſe it will be difficult to fix a charge of it upon any 
thing for which I plead in this narrative, I never was 
taught any thing by impulſes, impreſſions, viſions, dreams, or 
revelations, except ſo far as the work of the Spirit, in enlight- 
ening the underſtanding for the reception of thoſe truths 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, is ſometimes ſtiled revela- 
tion. Other revelation I never expected. Not but that the 
Lord is ſovereign, and may do what he will with his own; 
and, if he pleaſes, may, and I ſuppoſe ſometimes does, go out 
of the ordinary courſe, for the converſion of a finner, or the 
guidance of a perplexed, or the comfort of a diſtreſſed 
foul; but I never took one ſtep in dependence on any ſuch 
extraordinary interpoſitions, nor encouraged any perſon to 
do ſo. And ſurely it will not be called enthuſiaſm, by any but 
avowed infidels, to believe God's word to be the ſtandard of 
truth, 
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truth, and his promiſes to be faithful, and in this belief to 
ſeek for the knowledge of the doctrines of the goſpel, in the 
manner related. In this way I have been taught no new 
truths; but, as I believe, have been ſhown the meaning, uſe, 
tendency, conſiſtency, harmony, wiſdom, and glory of thoſe 
truths, which are contained in the ſacred volume; but which 
before, through pride and ignorance, I perverted, neglected- 
reviled, and counted foohſhnefs,—-Nor do I make any pre- 
tences to infallibility : God hath not, I truſt, left me ſo un- 
ſtable, as to float about in the uncertain ſtream of opinion, 
and to be © toſſed to and fro with every wind of doctrine, by 
the ſlight of men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie 
ein wait to deceive.” As to the grand doctrines of the goſpel, 
which I have endeavoured to mark out as neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, they are neither ſo uncertain, nor ſo difficult, as men 
would perſuade us: their uncertainty and difficulty ariſe 
wholly from our pride, prejudice, love of fin, and inattentive 
ignorance of our own hearts. There is really much difficulty 
in bringing vain man to ceaſe from leaning to his own under- 
ſtanding; and in prevailing with him to truſt in the Lord 
with all his heart, and to be willing, in the humble poſture of 
a little child, to be taught of God, Nothing but a deep con- 
viction of guilt, a fear of wrath, and a ſenſe of our loſt con- 
dition by nature and practice, can bring our minds into this 
ſubmiſſive frame: but, this being effected, the difficulty is 
over, and the way of ſalvation is ſo plain, that the way-faring 
man, though a fool, ſhall not err therein. As to the other doc- 
traes, which I myſelf believe, though they ſeem plain enough to 
me, I defire not to proſelyte others to them, but am willing to 
leave them as matters in which fallible men may differ with- 
out danger, And, as to my ſufficiency for the faithful dif- 
charge of my miniſtry to God's glory, and the ſalvation of 
ſouls, he will not, I truſt, deceive my expectations, which 
are grounded on his promiſes.— For the reſt, I miſtake daily, 
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and find myſelf in continual danger of mixing my own 
imaginations with his divine truth, and of following my own 
ſpirit inſtead of his. Whatever I preach truly, or do wiſely—- 
to God by the glory, for I am not ſufficient of myſelf to 
think a good thought: whatever 1 ſpeak falſely, or do 
fooliſhly, — to me be the ſhame, for it is the natural fruit of 
my own deceitful heart. If this be enthuſiaſm, it is an'enthu- 
ſiaſm warranted not only by the word of God, as I have en- 
deavoured to prove, but by the whole liturgy of our Church. 
We all at ordination profeſs to be moved by the Holy Ghoſt,“ 
to take the miniſterial office upon ue, and aſſuredly we cannot 
be moved by the Holy Ghoſt, if we have not the Holy 
Ghoſt, nor may expect his help and guidance. We agree to 


pray, that the Lord would lead into the way of truth all 


ſuch as have erred and are deceived; that he would “ illumi- 
nate all Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons with true knowledge 
and underſtanding of his holy word;* that he would cleanſe 
© our hearts by the inſpiration of his Holy Spirit;* that *he 


y ould grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit;* and 


much more to this effect: and I am perſuaded, that ſuch 
a confidence as I have expreſſed cannot be cenſured as 
enthuſiaſm, without directly including our Church-eſtabliſh« 
ment, and continual public worſhip, in the ſame charge. 


VII. Laſtly, I would obſerve that our oppoſers and 
deſpiſers will ſeldom give us the hearing. With all their 
pretenſions to candour, reaſoning, and free enquiry, they 
accuſe and condemn us without ſo much as knowing, with 
any tolerable degree of accuracy, what: our ſentiments are; 
although furniſhed with ſuch plentiful means of informa- 
tion, in thoſe numerous publications which are now extant 
upon theſe ſubjects, 


Having imbibed ſtrong prejudices againſt us, they frame 
ſo gontemptble an opinion of our underſtandings, and our 
w ritings, 
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writings, that they will not beſtow ſo much pains, or afford 
us ſo much regard, as to peruſe our books: and to call an 
author a Methodift, is with many people a ſufficient reaſon 
why they ſhould not read his works. Hence it comes to pals, 
that for want of information our doctrines are grievoully 
miſrepreſented: and in general the attacks made upon us, 
though they make our perſons odions and deſpiſed, do not in 
the leaſt affect the argument in debate. What moſt of our ad- 
verſaries know of our opinions, are only ſcattered fragments 
picked up by hear-ſay, wherein neither the connection, con- 
fiſtency, tendency, nor application of theſe opinions are pre- 
ſerved: and therefore no wonder that we are vilified, and 
reproached with things to which we are utter ſtrangers, 
or which we abominate, and proteſt againſt from ſabbath to 
ſabbath, and againſt which we neglect not to fill our writ- 
ings with reaſonings, warnings, and cautions. 


For my own part I freely acknowledge, that my ſtrongeſt 
objections againſt this ſcheme of doctrine aroſe wholly from 
miſapprehenſion and miſtaxe. Not having read their books, 
my notions of the doctrines of the Methodiſis were received 
from vulgar report, and from their enemies; while my own 
creative imagination put the conſtruction upon, and drew 
the conſequences from, them: ſo that, when I preached againſt 
them, I was as one fighting with my own ſhadow: and, in 
ſpeaking evil of thoſe things that I knew not, I only betray- 
ed my own ignorance and pride, No better founded are 
the lamentable outcries, which at this day are made againſt 
us, and our principles, as if we were endeavouring to baniſh 
reaſon, argument, ſober-mindedneſs, and morality out of 
the world; and in their ſtead to ſubſtitute a parcel of whini- 
fical vagaries, which are without foundation in reaſon, or 
Scripture, and have no influence, or rather a pernicious in- 
fluence, on our conduct and converſation, When ſuch a de- 
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the dec laimer what a Methodiſt is; he can ſcarcely give 
you an anſwer ;—enquire about their doctrines, — he does not 
underſtand them; their writings, —he hath never read them! 


Reader, if thou defireſt to know what our opinions are, 
and what reaſon there is for theſe heavy charges, read our 
books: but read them with attention, and aim at impartia- 
lity; compare them with the word of God, and with the 
liturgy, articles, and homilies of the Church of England; and, 
if thou haſt leiſure and opportunity, with the works of our 
firſt reformers. nor do we deſire thee to renounce thy 
reaſon, but only to make this reaſonable conceſhon—that 
where thy reaſon would determine one way, but God hath 
expreſsly determined another way, thou wouldſt allow him 
to underſtand his own myſteries better than thou doſt; and 
that therefore thou oughteſt, by faith exerciſed upon the 
veracity of God, to receive thoſe matters implicitly, and 
without reaſoning, which God hath revealed, and which 
thy reaſon feels to be far above out of its reach, and there- 
fore out of its province. Whenever, on ſuch enquiry, thou 


- diſcovereſt us to be miſtaken, there difſent from us, yea, 


blame us, as far as meekneſs and candour will permit: but 
do not condernn us In the groſs; do not aſſert our whole 
ſcheme of doctrine to be enthuhaſtical and groundleſs, 


though ſome of our writers ſhould be found to have advan- 


ced ſome queſtionable opinion. This were the way to drive 
all truth and certainty out of the world; for what book can 
be mentioned, the Bible excepted, wherein there is nothing 
advanced, either erroneous, or queſtionable ? 


And be aſſured, it is no argument of a ſincere deſire to 
know the truth, to read only one fide of the queſtion, and 
then clamorouſly to adopt every childiſh cavil, every vague 
report, every ſcandalous falſhood; and induſtriouſly to pro- 
pagate them, as if theſe afforded a ſufficient confutation of 
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all the arguments, authorities, and ſcriptural teſtimonies, 
wherewith we ſupport our ſentiments — Obſerve, that 
though ſome profeſſors have been proved enthuſiaſts, and 
others detected to be hypocrites, this doth not prove that we 
are all enthuſiaſts and hypocrites, Such raſh judgements 
hurt not us, but thoſe who paſs them. | 


For myſelf, I here publicly profeſs that I will, to the 
end of my days, acknowledge it as the greateſt obligation 
that any perſon can confer on me, if, in the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, he will point out to me any error, or enthufiaſtical de- 
lufion, into which I have fallen, and by ſufficient arguments 
convince me of jt, I truſt, that my earneſt deſire to diſcover 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus, has not abated in its influence; 
and that I retain the ſame diſintereſted reſolution to embrace 
and adhere to it, with which I ſet out. Still am I ſolicitouſſy 
fearful of being betrayed by my warmth of ſpirit, and by 
the deceitfulneſs of my heart, into erroneous opinions. But 
it is not clamour and reproach, or objections and arguments 
brought againſt ſentiments I deteſt, or conſequences I allow 


not, and do not ſee to be conſequent from my doctrines; it 


is not ſuch reaſoning as ſets one divine attribute at variance 
with another, and mekes one part of the Bible contradict 
another, or exalts the human underſtanding upon the tribu- 
nal, and arraigns and condemns revealed myſteries at her 


_ preſfumptuous bar; — TI fay, ſuch. procedure will have no 


weight with me, or with any who ever knew the grace of 
God in truth. 


And now, beloved reader, let me conclude, with leaving 
it upon thy conſcience to ſearch for the truth of the goſpel 
in the ſtudy of God's word, accompanied by prayer, as thou 
wouldſt ſearch for hid treaſure. 1 give thee this counſel, as 
expecting to meet thee at the day of judgement, that our 
meeting may be with joy, and not with grief; may the Lord 
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incline thee to follow it, with that ſolemn ſeaſon full in 
view! Time how ſhort! eternity how long! life how pre- 
carious, and vaniſhing! death how certain! the purſuits and 
employments of this preſent life, how vain, unſatisfying, 
trifling, and vexatious! God's favour and eternal life, how 
unſpeakably precious! his wrath, the never-quenched fire, 
the never-dying worm, how dreadful! Oh trifle not away 
thy ſpan of life, in heaping up riches, which ſhortly muſt 
be left for ever, and which profit not in the day of wrath 
in ſuch pleaſures and amuſements as will ifſue in eternal 
torments ; or in ſceking that glory, which ſhall be ſwallowed 
up in everlaſting infamy. Agree but with me in this, — that 
it is good to redeem thy precious time, to labour for the 
meat that endureth unto everlaſting life, and to attend prin, 
cipally to the one thing needful ; take but thy mcaſure of 
truth as well as duty from the word of God; be willing to 
be taught of God, meditate on his word day and night; let 
it be the light of thy feet, and the lantern of thy paths; and, 
in ſtudying it, lean not to thy own underſtanding, truſt not 
implicitly to expoſitors and commentators, but aſk wiſdom and 
teaching of God. And be not a Felix, ſaying, to thy ſerious 
apprehenſions about thy ſoul.—“ Go thy way at this time, 
« when I have a convenient ſeaſon, I will call for thee” left 
death and judgement come before that ſeaſon:— be not an 
Agrippa, an almoſt chriſtian ; but ſeek to be altogether ſuch 
as the primitive chriflians were, I ſay agree but with me in 
theſe reaſonable requeſts, and we {hall at length agree in ali 
tlings ;—1n many, in this world -in ail, when we hear the 
Son of God addreſs us in theſe rejoicing words, —* Come ye 
e hlefſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
e you from the foundation of the world.”— May the Lord 
vouchſafe unto the writer, and to every reader, ot this book 

that wiſdom which is from above that teach ng of hi; Holy 
Spirit, which guides into the ways of pe ce; tl at faith, 
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which juſtifies ; that peace of God which paſſeth underſtand- 
ing; and that meaſure of ſanctifying and ſtrengthening grace, 
which may enable us to hold on, and hold out unto the end, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, as knowing that 
our labour ſhall not be in yain in the Lord. 


THE END. 
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